TYRONE BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES — SPECIAL MEETING
JANUARY 23, 2023 @ 7PM

Call to Order:

Mayor Latchford called the meeting to order and requested roll call. Present: Council Members
Sarah Hunter, Bob Dollar, Ken Patterson, David Snyder, Rob Poust and William Wiser. Absent:
Council member Charles Mills. Also present were Borough Solicitor Dan Stants; Borough
Manager Ardean Latchford and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Gurekovich.

Public Comment:

Mayor Latchford announced that if it was permissible from those in attendance that Council
would discuss the topic at hand in an effort for the public to see where Council stood with this,
then would entertain public comment. No objections to this were made.

Motion to Approve Ratification of AFP Site & Stream — Typo on Previous Report

The Manager’s report from the January 8 Council meeting contained a typographical error on the
amount of the Application for Payment for Site & Stream. The amount that should have been
approved was $240,975; the typo in the Manager’s report (and what was approved by Council
was $24,975). Documentation from GHD contained the correct amount. Council was notified of
the discrepancy and Borough staff requested approval by email. It was moved and seconded that
Council ratify their action of approving the payment of $240,975. Council unanimously approved
said motion.

Rental Inspection Program

Council member Dollar provided a handout for Council members regarding State regulations for
Carbon Monoxide detectors. Mr. Dollar also distributed a Proposed Commercial Safety
Inspection Program for Council to consider. Mr. Dollar’s proposal is to do Safety Inspections in
the TC Commercial district of the downtown. Inspections would look for egress, smoke detectors,
fire extinguishers and carbon monoxide detectors in common areas only or as further described
as anywhere the public can go. Mr. Dollar is opposed to doing inspections in private living areas.
Mr. Dollar also suggested that the fire companies do these inspections for a few reasons. The
firemen could log the layouts of the buildings and know the building owners and to know what
is stored in the buildings. It was stated there are approximately 50 buildings in the TC Commercial
district that would fall under this safety inspection category. Chief Alan Walls of the Neptune
Volunteer Fire Company was in attendance and stated they could probably handle this given 50
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buildings and three years to complete. This would then be kept on a rotating schedule. Chief
Walls stated he and/or his department will not go into private residences and do inspections.
Staffing of the fire departments was a concern and discussed. Chief Walls stated they are all
volunteer and most have full time jobs.

Mr. Dollar further stated that we (the Borough) cannot be responsible for the human factor in
rentals. Mr. Dollar participated in a program like this in Utah and would be willing to help get it
started. Any deficiencies found would be reported to the Code Enforcement Department.

Council member Snyder stated that this was originally discussed in 2020 and the idea then was
to establish a program that would allow the Borough to inspect on an annual/semi-annual basis.
Mr. Snyder stated he echoes Mr. Dollar’s comment and would like this to go back to the original
plan as was discussed in 2020. Mr. Snyder is not in favor of inspecting residential spaces,
commercial and common areas only. Council Member Snyder stated that albeit tragic; this
program would not have prevented the fires the Borough has experienced the last two years.
Councilmember Rob Poust disagreed with Mr. Snyder’s statement and would like to see
residential units inspected if mixed use with a commercial building. Mr. Poust likened these
inspections to getting your car inspected, you allow persons in your private vehicle to inspect
your vehicle and does not feel this is any different and referenced the tragedies the Borough has
seen in town lately.

Mayor Latchford is not interested in going into private residences.

EMA/Fire Marshall Jay Young stated that ordinance #847 states that all commercial and
residential units are required to have smoke detectors on every floor. Mr. Young is not in favor
of going into private residences.

Councilmember Wiser is in favor of inspections on a 3-year rotation.

It was also suggested that if this program was established that the Borough would send out
letters at least 2 weeks prior to the inspections with a list of what the inspection would consist
of. This in turn would help both the inspector and those being inspected. Nobody is interested
in surprise inspections.



Minutes - Special Meeting
January 23, 2023
Page Three (3)

Councilmember Poust feels that if it saves one life that it is worth it. Mr. Poust stated that he
formerly rented an apartment in State College, and they were inspected every year. Council
member Hunter does not feel it is intrusive.

Mrs. Brenneman asked the cost of this program? When will this take place? If it is during the
day you are asking property owners to take time off work; she is opposed to persons coming into
private living areas. As a property owner, she already answers to her insurance company and
State laws. Several persons were suggesting wording to be included on rental leases. Mrs.
Brenneman stated that having tenants sign a waiver to allow the property owners in is different
than allowing the local governments in. Mrs. Brenneman again requested the Borough consider
spending money on the education of safety. Mrs. Brenneman is pleased with the direction the
Tyrone Borough community is going and wants to keep their Tyrone rentals because of it. She
does not want to see people turn away from Tyrone because of big government being invasive.

Many in attendance voiced displeasure with how long compliance takes. Solicitor Stants
explained the process to Council.

Resident Rita Dick asked if the Code Violation list was available to the public. Borough Manager
Latchford advised The Daily Herald prints the Code report each month.

Mr. Young inquired about the Fire Departments receiving a list of condemned properties.
Borough Manager Latchford advised they get one when buildings are added. Chief Walls stated
that if they got one every six months, they would be happy with that.

Terri Swan, arrived late to the meeting and asked for a recap of what was discussed to which the
Mayor complied. Ms. Swan stated that if the Borough does these inspections and supplies people
with fire alarms, CO detectors, etc. and they remove the safety equipment, then what happens?

Mr. Brenneman wished to clarify what had been discussed as Council’s current proposal for
safety inspections in the TC Commercial district only, which is about 50 buildings and those
buildings not covered by Section 8. Mr. Brenneman asked for definition of commercial buildings;
buildings with public access.

Mr. Chad Hunter, Park Avenue, suggested getting opinions of other municipalities and stated that
he agrees there is an enforcement problem within the Borough.
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Lou Zimmerman, rental property owner also stated that his insurance company requires fire
extinguishers to be inspected. He has his tenant bring the extinguisher to the front porch for
inspection. He does not go into the private living areas.

Rachel Perry, Logan Avenue, asked if there was documentation regarding the Borough ISO rating,
which is what started this discussion. Borough Manager Latchford advised the Borough was
attempting to lower the ISO rating, thus reflecting lower homeowner insurance rates throughout
the Borough. This rating has been decreased due to the replacement of old water mains and
installing new hydrants.

Mrs. Brenneman feels like code issues need to be addressed before any plans to go into private
homes.

Mr. James Burket thanked the Borough for the care and upkeep of Reservoir Park.

Councilmember Wiser felt code enforcement is not being followed thru with and stated absentee
landlords do not care about their rentals in Tyrone Borough. Mr. Wiser would like to see an
educational program put into place and is in agreement to safety inspections in the TC

Commercial District.

Mayor Latchford felt nothing would be decided tonight but thanked all in attendance for their
input and patience as the Borough works thru this process.

Mayor Latchford advised Council would be movinginto an Executive Session to discuss personnel.
Meeting Adjourned at 7:30pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ardean C. Latchford/kdg
Borough Manager



