TYRONE BOROUGH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 13, 2023 @ 7:00PM

The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Tyrone Borough Council was held on Monday,
March 13, 2023 @ 7:00PM at the Tyrone Borough Municipal Building, 1100 Logan
Avenue, Tyrone, PA. Pastor Ken Patterson gave the Invocation and Mayor Latchford
led the group in the Pledge of the Allegiance.

CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Latchford called the meeting to order and requested roll call. Present: Council
members David Snyder, Robert Dollar, Sarah Hunter, Ken Patterson, William Wiser and
Mayor Latchford. Absent: Council members Rob Poust and Charlie Mills.

Also, present were Borough Manager Ardean Latchford; Solicitor Dan Stants; Sewer
Superintendent Jason Harris; Water Superintendent Donnie Shultz; Highway
Superintendent Jim Bywater; Code Enforcement Officer Marvin Frazell; Consulting
Engineer Steve Siegfried; Chief of Police Jessica Walk and Administrative Assistant
Kimberly Gurekovich.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Donna Reese, Pickleball

Donna Reese, Pickleball Ambassador, was present at the Council Meeting to again
discuss their desire to bring pickleball to Tyrone. They requested use of the Hockey
Rink. Ms. Reese had discussed this with Dr. Phil Aquadro of the Tyrone Hockey, and
she advised that they are in agreement to allow Pickleball to use the rink.

Presentation of Irish Heritage Proclamation

Mayor Latchford presented a Proclamation to Sue Griep, President of the Irish Heritage
Committee, commemorating the annual Irish Heritage Celebration being held March 14-
20, 2023.

Deb Moore, 5t Street

Mrs. Moore inquired as to the status of the rental inspections for the Borough. Council
member Snyder advised he was going to bring that up during the miscellaneous portion
of the meeting.

Eric Latchford, Tyrone Armory

Mr. Latchford was again before Council to request assistance with utility bills. Council
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had previously asked Mr. Latchford for an amount. Mr. Latchford advised their utility
bills total $36,859.44/year; they are requesting a $20,000 donation.
There was no further public comment.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved and seconded the Minutes of the February 13, 2023 Council meeting be
approved. Council unanimously approved said motion.

APPROVAL OF MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS

It was moved and seconded the financial reports for the monthly accounting period
ending February 28, 2023, be approved: (1) The Account Balance Report; (2)
Statement of Revenues and Expenses; and (3) Cash Disbursement Journal. Council
unanimously approved said motion.

BOROUGH MANAGER’S MONTHLY REPORT

Bid Award for Demolition of 822-824 Washington Avenue (re-bid)

The Borough accepted bids earlier this day for the demolition of 822-824 Washington
Avenue. One bid was received and is listed below:

G & R Excavating $ 45,970
It was moved and seconded that Council approve the bid from G & R Excavating for
demolition of 822-824 Washington Avenue. Council unanimously approved said

motion.

Appointment of Fire Marshall

The Borough was in receipt of a letter from David Wiser for the position of Fire Marshall.
It was moved and seconded that Council appoint Mr. Wiser, contingent on completion of
the required courses. Council unanimously approved said motion.
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TAHS — Community Service Day

For the last several years, Cummins McNitt, TASD, has a Community Service Day with
approximately 300 students who will do community service jobs within the Borough.
April 5, TASD Students will be throughout town cleaning up various parks, cemeteries,
etc.

Tyrone Improvement Group — Request for Donation for Downtown Flowers

The Borough was in receipt of a request for $675 to purchase soil and flowers for the
planters they had previously purchased for the downtown area. It was moved and
seconded that Council approve this request. Council unanimously approved said
motion. It was noted that Leidig’s could send the invoice to the Borough.

Miscellaneous:

e Burgmeier’s Spring Cleanup — April 4, 5, 6
e Irish Heritage Festivities — March 17 & 18

SOLICITOR’S RERORT: Solicitor Stants had nothing to report.

CONSULTING ENGINEER: Council was in receipt of Rettew’s Engineering Report.

CODE ENFORCEMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Frazell’s monthly report.

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Chief Walk’s monthly report.

SEWER DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Harris’s monthly report.

WATER DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Shultz’s monthly report.

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Bywater’s monthly report.

MISCELLANEOUS:

e Councilmember David Snyder inquired as to the status of the rental inspection
program that Council discussed in January. Mr. Snyder is in favor of rental
inspections of commercial buildings only in the Town Center Commercial District
of downtown. (Town Center as described in the Borough'’s Zoning Ordinance)
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Mr. Snyder further stated he would like the fire companies to perform these
inspections. Council requested the Fires to be at the April Council meeting and
would like to know how many buildings this will affect in the TC Commercial
district. Borough resident Deb Moore of 5" Street asked if the Borough could
adopt an ordinance that requires property owners to have a property manager.
Solicitor Stants will explore how the City of Altoona controls their absentee
landlords. Other items discussed were education of codes, possible donation of
smoke detectors and/or mailers with copy of the law included. Mr. Snyder
advised there were only a handful of properties in the downtown that are out of
town owners.

Councilmember Ken Patterson suggested inspecting “occupied” commercial
buildings vs. the unoccupied ones.

Fire Company member Chris Cherry was asked with the Borough changing the
scope of the inspections is this something the fire companies could handle and
he advised yes. Mr. Cherry asked if residents could submit a floor plan and the
answer was yes. Borough Manager Latchford advised those present of a County
program called Smart911 that all residents can sign up for; thus giving
emergency personnel layouts of homes, medical needs, animals etc. This has
been on the Borough’s website for some time now. Mr. Cherry also advised that
he had recently seen smoke detectors with “tamper-proof” batteries.

e Councilmember Snyder inquired as to the Borough implementing the grant
program through ABCD Corp. again for 501(c)3 entities only and fund it with
Community Enrichment funds. Councilmember Patterson inquired as to how the
need will be determined. He was advised the application process would take
care of this concern. It was suggested the Borough give $50,000 from the
Community Enrichment funds and allow $5,000 grants to be administered
through ABCD Corp. Borough Manager Latchford encouraged Council to go to
ABCD Corp’s website and look under First Frontier Financing where you can find
that the City of Altoona and Tyrone Borough have established programs.

It was moved and seconded that Borough Council revitalize the grant process for
501(c)3 organizations within the Borough to apply for grant funding up to $5,000.
A cap of $50,000 was established to revitalize this grant program. Mayor called
for public comment and there was none. Council unanimously approved said
motion. It was noted this is being done for one year and Council would re-visit
this next year. A question was asked as to how many times one organization
can come back for additional grants. This would be structured in the grant
process.
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e Councilmember Patterson asked Council to consider increasing the number of
chickens allowed in the Borough to 12. He would like to discuss this at the April
meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 8:20pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ardean C. Latchford/kdg
Borough Manager



