
TYRONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

APRIL 10, 2023 @ 7:00PM 
============================================================= 

 
The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Tyrone Borough Council was held on Monday, April 
10, 2023 @ 7:00PM at the Tyrone Borough Municipal Building, 1100 Logan Avenue, 
Tyrone, PA.  Pastor Eric Fether, Tyrone Church of the Brethren gave the Invocation and 
Mayor Latchford led the group in the Pledge of the Allegiance. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Latchford called the meeting to order and requested roll call.  Present:  Council  
members Robert Dollar, Sarah Hunter, Rob Poust, William Wiser and Mayor Latchford.  
Absent:  Council members David Snyder, Charles Mills and Ken Patterson.   
 
Also, present were Borough Manager Ardean Latchford; Solicitor Dan Stants; Sewer 
Superintendent Jason Harris; Water Superintendent Donnie Shultz; Highway 
Superintendent Jim Bywater; Code Enforcement Officer Marvin Frazell; Consulting 
Engineer Steve Siegfried; Chief of Police Jessica Walk and Administrative Assistant 
Kimberly Gurekovich.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Dave Kessling, Candidate for County Commissioner 
 
Mr. Kessling was present at the meeting to introduce himself as a candidate running for 
Blair County Commissioner.  Mr. Kessling complimented Tyrone and all that Tyrone has 
going on. 
 
Ken Szala, Lehman Engineers/Trina Illig, Blair County Grant Coordinator 
 
Mr. Szala was present at the meeting to advise Council of funding for a possible 
Streetscape grant for Bald Eagle and Blair Avenues.  The proposed project would 
include sidewalks, curbing, downspouts, parking stalls, milling and paving the roadway.  
The total estimate at this time is approximately $3.7 million (includes construction cost, 
design, survey, core borings and inspection)  The Borough would be eligible to apply for 
three different funding sources; CDBG Low-Moderate, PennDOT Modal (Borough 
provides a 30% match) and PA Local Shares (new program).  When awarding projects 
funding sources like to see shovel ready projects and the Borough would be responsible 
for design.  Points that would be in the Borough’s favor would be our low-mod 
designation; need for improved infrastructure in this area and it could be a shovel ready 
project.  The Borough could also earmark 2 years of CDBG funding for this project.  
Trina Illig, Blair County Grant Coordinator was also present and advised the Borough 
could not only use the annual allocation but also compete for a competitive pot of funds 
that State has to distribute.   When applying for the competitive grant portion, the  
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Borough would be competing with other projects across the State, but Mrs. Illig advised 
that Logan Avenue streetscape scored high because of the shovel ready and having the 
low-mod designation. 
 
This does not include sewer laterals which was a concern of Sewer Superintendent 
Jason Harris.  There are no cleanouts in this area, which Mrs. Illig and Mr. Szala would 
like to see included.  The sidewalks in the area are multi-surface and the flume in also in 
this area which they would look at the deck and the ceiling of the flume in the proposed 
work area.  The work area would run the distance of Bald Eagle and Blair Avenues from 
Shea Field to 10th Street.   
 
Mr. Szala advised Council this is a large project and they were present seeking 
Council’s interest in moving forward.  He asked Council to take some time to digest  this 
information and let them know if they wish to proceed. 
  
Chad Hunter, 410 Park Avenue, Tyrone Improvement Group 
 
Mr. Hunter addressed Council requesting permission to put additional planters on the 
poles in the downtown.  Council gave their consensus for the additional planters to be 
placed on Borough poles with the same conditions as the first ones that TIG maintains 
them. 
 
Andy Ellenberger/Donna Reese, Pickleball 
 
Mr. Ellenberger and Ms. Reese were before Council requesting additional items for their 
pickleball league.  They presented Council with their proposal for time of the shared 
rink.  Their proposal is Pickle Ball Monday, Wednesday, Friday and 2pm-Dusk on 
Saturday.  Hockey Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 7am-2pm.  Mr. 
Ellenberger advised they have had 3-4 groups playing already and 40-80 people have 
come in so far to play.  People love the playing surface, the location and the 
atmosphere of the park.  Mr. Ellenberger advised he has spoken with 5 people from 
hockey but has found nobody in charge.  Councilmember Wiser does not want to step 
on the toes of the hockey people since this was built for hockey and does not want to 
lose that.  Mayor Latchford also advised we do not want to lose sight of the intended 
purpose of the rink.  Borough Manager Latchford advised against a ½ day split and had 
suggested a Sunday thru Wednesday schedule for hockey.  Mrs. Reese advised they 
wanted to stay away from 3 days in a row to give their players a recoup day in between. 
 
It was moved and seconded to allow the schedule as presented by Pickleball to stand 
for 30 days and would be revisited at the May meeting. 
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Mr. Ellenberger also requested they be permitted to put Pickleball Letters on the 
Borough’s wooden Roller Hockey sign.  Mr. Ellenberger had previously requested this 
from the Borough Manager and was told no.  They were given permission to hang a 
banner from the Borough’s Roller Hockey sign.   
 
Mr. Ellenberger requested reimbursement for items they have purchased for pickleball.  
The total was $945.77.  It was the consensus of Council to reimburse for these 
expenses.  It was noted the nets would be the ownership of the Borough. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
 
It was moved and seconded the Minutes of the March 13, 2023 Council meeting be 
approved.  A roll call vote was taken.  Ayes:  Council members Dollar, Hunter, Wiser 
and Mayor Latchford.  Council member Poust abstained. 
 
APPROVAL OF MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
It was moved and seconded the financial reports for the monthly accounting period 
ending March 31, 2023, be approved: (1) The Account Balance Report; (2) Statement of 
Revenues and Expenses; and (3) Cash Disbursement Journal.  Council unanimously 
approved said motion. 
 
BOROUGH MANAGER’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
Improvements to Upper Restrooms @ Reservoir Park 

 

The upper restrooms at Reservoir Park are not handicap accessible and the condition of 

them is deteriorating.  We are requesting Council’s permission to have Lehman 

Engineers design new restrooms.  It was moved and seconded that Council approve 

Lehman Engineers to design the new restrooms.  Council unanimously approved said 

motion. 

 

Community Enrichment Projects: 

 

Borough Council had previously discussed and gave tentative approval for a non-profit 

grant program in the amount of $50,000.  Council had previously expressed concern as 

to the validity of the need for funding when offering these grants.  At Council’s request I 

reached out to Tom Seasoltz of ABCD Corp. and grant/loan coordinator for the 

Borough.  Mr. Seasoltz advised there is no real way to have parameters that would 

prohibit people taking advantage of this program. 
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After some review of the Borough’s upcoming projects (as listed below); I am requesting 

that we revisit the proposed grant program.  The projects that already have community 

enrichment money earmarked are as follows: 

 

• First Responder’s Park 

• Blair Avenue Parking Lot (behind the library) 

• Upper Restrooms @ Reservoir Park 

• Lake Shed Improvements  

• Additions to Historical Museum (previously earmarked $250,000) 

• Potential Streetscape – Bald Eagle and Blair Avenues 

• Bridges at Reservoir Park 

 

Council member Sarah Hunter does not wish for the proposed program to go away and 

has suggested we use $10,000 for this program, $5,000 each thus allowing for 2 

applicants.  It was moved and seconded the Council approve the change to this 

proposed program from $50,000 to $10,000. 

 

Rejection of Bid Award for Demolition of 822-824 Washington Avenue 

 

The advertising for the March 13th bids for the demolition of 822-824 Washington 

Avenue were not published as requested.  Due to this requirement not being met these 

bids must be rejected and rebid.  It was moved and seconded that Council reject the 

bids from March 13, 2023.  Council unanimously approved said motion. 

 

Award of Demolition Bids for 822-824 Washington Avenue  

 

The Borough again accepted bids for the demolition of 822-824 Washington Avenue on 

April 10 at 1pm.   Two bids were received and are listed below: 

 

  G & R Excavating & Demo  $ 45,953 

  Natalie Excavating & Demo $ 45,480 

 

The bids were reviewed by the Borough’s grant coordinator Trina Illig and Borough 

Solicitor Dan Stants.  It was moved and seconded that Council approve the low bid from 

Natalie Excavating & Demolition in the amount of $45,480 and authorize the Borough 

Manager to sign the necessary documents.  Council unanimously approved said 

motion. 
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Inspection Program Update 

 

As requested by Borough Council, we have polled rentals located within the TC 

Commercial Zoning District. There are approximately four out of town property owners.   

The remainder are within Blair County.   

 

Borough Manager Latchford has contacted Hollidaysburg, Martinsburg, Bellwood and 

Roaring Spring and they do not have fire safety inspection programs.  Mr. Latchford has 

also been in contact with the Chiefs of Blazing Arrow Hook and Ladder and Neptune 

Fire Companies, and they are not interested in participating in this due to time and 

manpower.  Chief Gault was present at the meeting. 

 

Council member Poust stated he never wanted this to be on the backs of the volunteer 

fire companies and feels we should not abandon the idea of inspections.  Council 

member Poust’s biggest concern is residential, however, feels the Borough should do 

residential and commercial. 

 

Several members of Council discussed outsourcing this program; however, Mayor is 

asking what we are outsourcing since we cannot decide on what to inspect and where. 

 

Borough Resident Shannon Rice inquired as to why this financial burden would fall on 

the Borough and asked why commercial properties are involved and residential is not. 

 

Council member Wiser would rather see education; stating the Borough does not have 

resources to hire additional personnel.  Mr. Wiser also stated that Altoona and State 

College have a much bigger tax base and have paid firefighters that could do a program 

such as being suggested.  Our firefighters are stretched enough without the Borough 

putting an added burden on them.  Mayor stated the National Night Out is a great 

opportunity to educate people and could possibly give out smoke detectors, CO 

detectors and fire extinguishers. 

 

Borough Manager Latchford advised that per Fire Chief Walls there is only one building 

that they need to get in to see the layout of the building and he would get them in 

contact with each other.  Mr. Latchford asked Council for a vote to determine if we are 

moving forward with the program or not, then can decide the who, what and how? 

 

It was moved and seconded that Council approve a Fire Safety Inspection program.  A 

roll call vote was taken.  Ayes:  Council members Hunter and Poust.  Nayes:  Council  



Minutes – Regular Council Meeting  
April 10, 2023 

Page Six (6)  
 

 

members Dollar, Wiser and Latchford.  The motion did not pass.  The Mayor and 

Borough Manager stated they would work with the fire chiefs regarding the education. 

 

Request for Additional Chickens 

 

At Council’s March meeting, Council member Patterson asked Council members to 

consider allowing residents to have 12 chickens.  The current ordinance for chickens 

allows for residents to have 6 chickens, no roosters and stipulations for chicken coops.  

This was before Council for discussion however no motion was made.  It was noted for 

the record that approximately 13 permits for chickens have been issued since the 

adoption of Ordinance No. 1442 in August 2020.  The Borough has received no 

complaints thus far. 

 

Statement of Financial Interest 

 

Council was reminded that their Statement of Financial Interest Forms are due back to 

the Borough office by May 1st.   

 

Community Pool  

 

The Community will be open Memorial Day weekend (May 27, 28 and 29); and will open 

for the 2023 season on June 2nd.  A copy of the pool program was provided for Council. 

 

Miscellaneous: 

 

• Shredding for Tyrone Borough Residents will be held April 19 

• Senior Citizen Fishing Day - May 19 

• Senior Stroll in the Park – June 14 

• Police Department - National Night Out – August 2 

• Community Yard Sale – September 16 
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SOLICITOR’S RERORT:   Solicitor Stants had the following to report: 
 
Resolution No. 2023-02 – Destruction of Borough Records 
 
It was moved and seconded that Council approve Resolution No. 2023-02, allowing for 
the destruction of municipal records per the Records Retention Act.  Council 
unanimously approved said motion. 
 
CONSULTING ENGINEER:   Council was in receipt of Rettew’s Engineering Report.   
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT:  Council was in receipt of Mr. Frazell’s monthly report.   
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT:  Council was in receipt of Chief Walk’s monthly report.   
 
SEWER DEPARTMENT:  Council was in receipt of Mr. Harris’s monthly report.   
 
WATER DEPARTMENT:  Council was in receipt of Mr. Shultz’s monthly report.   
 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT:  Council was in receipt of Mr. Bywater’s monthly report.   
 
MISCELLANEOUS:  None 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:40pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Ardean C. Latchford/kdg 
Borough Manager   


