TYRONE BOROUGH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
AUGUST 12, 2024 @ 7:00PM

The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Tyrone Borough Council was held on Monday, August 12,
2024 @ 7:00PM at the Tyrone Borough Municipal Building, 1100 Logan Avenue, Tyrone, PA.
Pastor Ken Patterson, Bible Baptist Church gave the Invocation and Mayor Latchford led the
group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Latchford called the meeting to order and requested roll call. Present:. Council
members, Robert Dollar, Ken Patterson, Rob Poust, William Wiser, Tammy Wills and Mayor
Latchford. Absent: Council member David Snyder and Sarah Hunter.

Also, present were Borough Manager, Ardean Latchford; Executive Assistant Kimberly
Gurekovich; Solicitor Dan Stants; Chief of Police Jes Walk; Sewer Superintendent Jason Harris;
Water Superintendent Don Shultz; Highway Superintendent Eric Desch and Code Enforcement
Officer Colby Pannebaker.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Tyrone Improvement Group, Elizabeth Detwiler & Christina Wiser

Representatives of the Tyrone Improvement Group were present to ask Council for permission
to hold a Lights in the Park event at Reservoir Park. This would be similar to the Lights on the
Lake at Lakemont Park. They propose to run traffic the opposite way through Reservoir Park to
avoid a traffic backup on Route 453. They would charge $5/car and portions of that night’s
proceeds would go to the Borough for electricity, the fire company assisting them that night and
the organization that is assisting for the night. TIG met with Electrician, Aric Reeder and he felt
the park pavilions could handle the electric loads with a few minor upgrades. Council gave their
consensus for Mr. Reeder to do these upgrades. They propose to run this program Thursday,
Friday and Saturday’s and would consider Sunday’s if they felt was needed. The group also
addressed the traffic for those who live along Reservoir Drive. Borough Manager, Ardean
Latchford suggested making a separate lane (closest to the houses) and allow homeowners
only to use that lane. Borough Manager also advised the group that Pavilions 1-12 are the only
ones with power.

Council members agreed to allow Tyrone Improvement Group to move forward with this exciting
event. Mayor Latchford asked the representatives to keep the Borough apprised of updates
along the way.

Jen Powell, Director Tyrone/Snyder Public Library

Jen Powell, Director of the Tyrone Snyder Public Library was in attendance to provide Council
with the annual update for the library. Jen provided a handout outlining the library’s programs,
finances, current and future plans. The library will also expand their hours to 6 days per
week/40 hours per week. Council was complimentary of Jen and the operations of the library.
Ms. Powell also asked the Borough to consider increasing their annual contribution to the
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library.

Bridget Gill, Bald Eagle Avenue

Ms. Gill was present to address Council regarding a recent tent revival that was held at Shea
Field by Community Worship Church (CWC). Ms. Gill, along with a few other residents, were
present to advise Council of their dissatisfaction with CWC being allowed to hold a concert with
live bands playing until after 10pm July 26 and 27 and again on Sunday morning. Ms. Gill
asked why Joe Hosko was cited for playing his saxophone and these people were not cited for
anything. Ms. Gill also expressed her disappointment that this field is now locked, and now not
available for the less fortunate kids to play, fish and swim; the only people permitted in the field
are members of the CWC Church or their Christian Academy. They were previously advised
this would still be open to the public after the Borough cancelled our Lease. Ms. Gill also
expressed her disappointment that this area had been open for less fortunate kids to play, fish
and swim and is now closed off to them.

Ms. Gill and the neighbors in attendance asked for assurance that this would not happen again.
Borough Manager Ardean Latchford advised that the Chief had corresponded with the Pastor
advising that this cannot happen again.

Members of the public stated that you have to be a member of this Church now in order to use
this facility. They have it locked and have chased kids out of the field.

Councilmember Wiser felt that that type of activity should have some type of Borough approval.

Councilmember Wills is disappointed that the Church is going back on their word to keeping it
open for the public. Pastor Deal told Chief Walk that it is not open to the public.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved and seconded that Council approve the Minutes of the July 8, 2024 Council
meeting. Council unanimously approved said motion.

APPROVAL OF MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS

It was moved and seconded the financial reports for the monthly accounting period ending July
31, 2024, be approved: (1) The Account Balance Report; (2) Statement of Revenues and
Expenses; and (3) Cash Disbursement Journal. Council unanimously approved said motion.

BOROUGH MANAGER’S MONTHLY REPORT

Revision to Personnel Manual

The Borough’s current Personnel Manual states that “Members of an immediate family
cannot work in the same department nor supervise another family member (typically
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defined as meaning parents, stepparents, siblings, stepsiblings, children and
stepchildren as well as in-laws) Due to the lack of qualified applicants and the current
labor market, Borough staff requested a change to this section of the manual by
removing the section that states members of an immediate family cannot work in the
same department. It was moved and seconded that Council approve this change.
Council unanimously approve said change to the Personnel Manual.

Miscellaneous:

e Labor Day Picnic, September 2, 11am-4pm
e Community Yard Sale, September 14
e Burgmeier’s Fall Cleanup, September 17, 18, 19

SOLICITOR’S RERORT: The Solicitor had the following for Council:

The Civil Service Commission recently held a hearing at the request of Officer Gil Barton. Mr.
Barton’s appeal was denied. Mr. Barton has been on paid administrative leave followed by
unpaid leave, and it is now before Council to terminate Mr. Barton’s employment with the
Borough. It was moved and seconded that Council approve the motion to terminate Mr. Barton,
effective immediately. Council unanimously approved said motion.

CONSULTING ENGINEER: Council was in receipt of Rettew’s Engineering report.

CODE ENFORCEMENT: Council was in receipt of the Code Department report.

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Chief Walk’s monthly report. Council was in
receipt of a request for a private handicap parking space for 327 W. 215 Street. This has been
reviewed by the Chief and because there is off-street parking, this was for Council discussion. It
was moved and seconded that Council approve said space. A roll call vote was taken. Ayes:
Council members Dollar, Patterson, Poust, Wills and Mayor Latchford. Abstain:
Councilmember Wiser.

SEWER DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Harris’s monthly report.

WATER DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Shultz’s monthly report.

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Bywater’s monthly report.

MISCELLANEOUS:

e Councilmember Patterson inquired as to the Vape Shop going in the former Bressler’s
store and its proximity to the school and being in a residential neighborhood.

e Council member Poust inquired as to the status of Mr. Frazell's Zoning Hearing request
for a billboard. Mr. Frazell's request was denied.
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The Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ardean C. Latchford/kdg
Borough Manager



