TYRONE BOROUGH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Tyrone Borough Council was held on Monday, September
9, 2024 @ 7:00PM at the Tyrone Borough Municipal Building, 1100 Logan Avenue, Tyrone, PA.
Ardean Latchford gave the Invocation and Mayor Latchford led the group in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Latchford called the meeting to order and requested roll call. Present: Council
members, Robert Dollar, Sarah Hunter, Ken Patterson, Rob Poust, David Snyder,
Tammy Wills and Mayor Latchford. Absent: Council member William Wiser.

Also, present were Borough Manager, Ardean Latchford; Executive Assistant Kimberly
Gurekovich; Solicitor Dan Stants; Chief of Police Jes Walk; Sewer Superintendent Jason Harris;
Water Superintendent Don Shultz; Highway Superintendent Eric Desch and Code Enforcement
Officer Colby Pannebaker.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

John Steinbugl, 952 Washington Avenue

Mr. Steinbugl, owner of Maines Construction at 952 Washington Avenue, was present to
discuss an ongoing property maintenance issue at the neighboring house. Mr. Steinbugl has
reported this property for years to Borough Code Enforcement, the owners receive a letter, the
property gets cleaned up for a while and then it starts over. Mr. Steinbugl is concerned with
future resale value of his property and is asking what can be done to ensure this property will
remain in good standing. Borough Manager Ardean Latchford apologized to Mr. Steinbugl as he
thought more letters had been sent out to this property owner. Mr. Latchford advised the
Borough will get more aggressive with enforcement at this address.

Trina lllig, CDBG Grant Coordinator

Trina lllig was present requesting Borough Council approve the allocations for the 2024FY
CDBG funds. Council has no other projects currently. It was moved and seconded that Council
allocate $89,699 for housing rehab. The Borough currently has 17 applicants on the list for
housing rehab. Council unanimously approved said motion. Mrs. lllig advised she has mailed
surveys to several Lincoln Avenue properties seeking information for potential grant assistance
for the drainage issues near the railroad tracks. She needs to receive a few more surveys.

Jay Young, Lincoln Avenue

Mr. Young, Lincoln Avenue was present to address Council about several issues:

e The vegetation that is growing where the curb and street meet all throughout town, Mr.
Young is concerned this will slow down water getting to storm outlets when we have a
weather event and asked who is responsible for this. Council member Sarah Hunter
inquired about the vegetation around the tree grates throughout town. Borough Manager
Latchford advised those were the responsibility of the property owners. If they are on
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Borough property, they are our responsibility.

Feels the sweeper should be out more often and sweep more than downtown, Mr.
Young was advised the Highway Department is down employees and not everyone can
run the sweeper.

Blight properties, i.e. the garage that burned several months ago, he feels is unsafe and
needs to be torn down as well as the house on Washington Avenue that burned several
years ago and now is sitting boarded up.

620 Washington Avenue has furniture blocking the sidewalk

Inquired as to the number of police officers on a shift and how unsafe it is for an officer
to be on duty by himself. Mr. Young was advised the Borough has been actively seeking
applicants but to no avail.

Inquire if the Code Officer was certified. Mr. Young was advised that Bureau Veritas is
acting as the Borough’'s Building Code Official until Mr. Pannebaker can take the
appropriate classes.

Inquired if the Highway Department has a weekly schedule. Mr. Desch replied that they
do not.

Mr. Young was asked if he had brought any of this to the attention of the new code officer and
he said no but he would stop to meet with him.

Shannon Rice, Tyrone Improvement Group

Ms. Rice was present to request permission for the Tyrone Improvement Group to host the
Food Truck Festival in 2025. The dates are May 3, June 7 and August 2. There will be no food
trucks in July due to the holiday. It was the consensus of Council to allow this activity.

Kay Light, 14 9" Street

Ms. Light was present at the meeting to discuss several issues:

When the parking lot at Cedarwood was redone, Mrs. Light feels the slope was not
enough to keep the water running from to the properties of 9" Street residents during
rain events. She stated that Meadow Street and Park Avenue become a steady stream.

Someone had removed a tree from the river 2-3 years ago and left a 60” in diameter
stump; she feels this will eventually lead to water not being able to flow properly during
heaving rain/snow events.

Inquired as to an alarm for Grace Chemical in the event of an emergency. Borough staff
and former EMA director advised that several years ago a series of beeps was
established to notify Borough residents of such an emergency. Many were not aware of
this and asked for some clarification and possible publicity for such notification.

There is a big mud puddle in front of her driveway that has been there for years and is
now starting to erode her sidewalk. She said it gets patched once in a while but she is
looking for a permanent fix and suggested an Engineer look at it.

Stated the recent increase in the Borough’s Refuse hauler is a big expense for a
widower like herself and asked if the Borough could look into rates for senior citizens
when the next contract comes up.
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Bridget Gill,1461 Bald Eagle Avenue

Ms. Gill was present to voice her concerns for pedestrian safety on Pennsylvania Avenue. She
was recently working with Tam’s Treasures and is concerned about the amount of speeding
traffic along PA Avenue. Ms. Gill also stated that electric scooters and electric bikes are not
yielding to pedestrians. Ms. Gill also voiced a concern that when there is a weather event the
crosswalks on PA Avenue and the Chinese restaurant get flooded.

Council member Sarah Hunter also voiced a concern for the electric scooters and bikes that are
growing in popularity and inquired if these were to have lights or some type of reflective material
on them. She also feels the Borough needs to make a public statement about them.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved and seconded that Council approve the Minutes of the August 12, 2024 Council
meeting. A roll call vote was taken. Ayes: Council members Dollar, Patterson, Poust, Wills and
Mayor Latchford. Nayes: Council members Snyder and Hunter. The motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS

It was moved and seconded the financial reports for the monthly accounting period ending
August 31, 2024, be approved: (1) The Account Balance Report; (2) Statement of Revenues
and Expenses; and (3) Cash Disbursement Journal. Council unanimously approved said
motion. Councilmember Patterson left the meeting at 7:45pm.

BOROUGH MANAGER’S MONTHLY REPORT

Pension Plans 2025 MMQ’s — Uniform And Non-Uniform

Each year by the end of September municipalities are required to report the Minimum
Municipal Obligation (MMO) for their pension plans. The 2025 MMO for the Uniform
Plan is $115,593 and the 2025 MMO for the Non-Uniform Plan is $148,717. It was
moved and seconded that Council approve the 2025 MMQO'’s for both uniform and non-
uniform pension plans. Council unanimously approved said motion.

Reservoir Park Restrooms

The Borough is holding a retainage fee of $1,650 for the Reservoir Park Restroom
project. Lehman Engineering has advised that these funds can now be released. It
was moved and seconded to release this retainage. Council unanimously approved
said motion.
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2024FY CDBG Allocations

It was moved and seconded that Council allocate the 2024FY CDBG Funding for housing
rehabilitation. Council unanimously approved said motion.

Miscellaneous:

e Community Yard Sale, September 14
o Burgmeier’s Fall Cleanup, September 17, 18, 19

SOLICITOR’S RERORT: The Solicitor had nothing for Council.

CONSULTING ENGINEER: Council was in receipt of Rettew’s Engineering report. Matt
Coleman of Rettew was in attendance at the meeting to provide Council with a Cost Proposal
for Filter Rehabilitation at the Water Treatment Plant. The current filters were installed in 1993
and are well past their replacement time. The cost for design from Rettew is $39,900. It was
moved and seconded that Council approve said motion.

CODE ENFORCEMENT: Council was in receipt of the Code Department report.

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Chief Walk’s monthly report

SEWER DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Harris’s monthly report.

WATER DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Shultz’s monthly report.

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Desch’s monthly report.

MISCELLANEOUS:

The Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ardean C. Latchford/kdg
Borough Manager



