TYRONE BOROUGH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
OCTOBER 14, 2024 @ 7:00PM

The Regular Monthly Meeting of Tyrone Borough Council was held on Monday, October 14,
2024 @ 7:00PM at the Tyrone Borough Municipal Building, 1100 Logan Avenue, Tyrone, PA.
Pastor Randy Zitterbart, gave the Invocation and Mayor Latchford led the group in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Latchford called the meeting to order and requested roll call. Present: Council members,
Robert Dollar, Sarah Hunter, Rob Poust, David Snyder, Tammy Wills and Mayor Latchford.
Absent: Council member William Wiser. Council member Ken Patterson left at 7:45pm.

Also, present were Borough Manager Borough Executive Assistant Kimberly Gurekovich;
Solicitor Dan Stants; Chief of Police Jes Walk; Sewer Superintendent Jason Harris; Water
Superintendent Donnie Shultz; Highway Superintendent Eric Desch; and Code Enforcement
Officer Colby Pannebaker.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Jen Powell, Tyrone-Snyder Public Library

Jen Powell, of the Tyrone-Snyder Public Library was present at the meeting inviting Council
members to a Grand Opening for their new Sensory Room, Meeting Room, and Local History
Space. The Grand Opening is scheduled for November 22, 2024 @ 1pm. Mrs. Powell has also
requested an increase in the annual allocation the Borough gives to the Library.

Mark Ickes & Carl Krider, Explore Altoona

Mark Ickes, Executive Director of Explore Altoona was present to update Council on the Blair
County Commissioner’s recent decision to decertify Explore Altoona and put those funds
towards recreational trails. While Explore Altoona has nothing against creating recreational
trails; Explore Altoona, who has marketed the County’s tourism, resulted in a 37% increase in
travel spending and has generated $371 million in 2022. Explore Altoona asked Council for their
support should this come to a vote.

Michael Beckwith, EMA Director

Mr. Beckwith was present at the meeting to discuss the Borough’s emergency notification
system as was discussed at the September meeting. Years ago, the Borough had established
an emergency notification system that involved the sirens being set off for a series of blasts. Mr.
Beckwith advised that system is no longer available. Mr. Beckwith suggested the Borough use
the reverse 911 system. This would notify people via a contact number that they would provide
to the Borough.
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Leonard Wilson, Adams Avenue

Mr. Wilson was present to encourage the Borough to remove fluoride from the Borough’s water
supply. Mr. Wilson quoted a report that was released in August 2024 where it indicated that
fluoride affects cognitive abilities in children and children evaluated have been proven to have
lower 1Q scores. Mr. Wilson encouraged Council to remove the fluoride from the Borough’s
water.

Dave Garhart, 314 W 17th Street

Mr. Garhart was present at the meeting inquiring about additional chemicals added to the
Borough’s water because the Borough still uses Fluoride. Mr. Garhart suggested any monies
from not using fluoride should be put back for capital improvement projects at the water plant.
Mr. Garhart also suggested the yard waste facility offer a weeknight for those who work during
the day.

Bridgette Gill, Bald Eagle Avenue

Mrs. Gill was present at the meeting to request additional funding for spaying and neutering
cats. They had remaining funds to take care of 39 cats. They have a total of 64 cats this year.
The Borough previously approved this. Funds will be forwarded directly to Allegheny Spay and
Neuter. Borough Manager Latchford advised Bridgette to contact us when the funds expire.

There was no further public comment.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved and seconded that Council approve the Minutes of the September 9, 2024,
Council meetings. Council unanimously approved said motion.

APPROVAL OF MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS

It was moved and seconded that the financial reports for the monthly accounting period ending
September 30, 2024, be approved: (1) The Account Balance Report; (2) Statement of Revenues
and Expenses; and (3) Cash Disbursement Journal. Council unanimously approved said
motion.

BOROUGH MANAGER’S MONTHLY REPORT

Tyrone-Snyder Public Library

Council was in receipt of a request from the Tyrone-Snyder Library for an increase in the annual
allocation they receive from the Borough. It was moved and seconded that Council increase the
annual allocation from $10,000 to $17,500. Council unanimously approved said motion.
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Approval of FY2024 CDBG Application

Trina lllig, Tyrone’s CDBG Grant Coordinator, was present at the meeting seeking Council’s
approval for the FY2024 CDBG application and the Cooperative Agreement. It was moved and
seconded by Council to approve these items. The Borough’s Housing Rehab amount is
$89,699; after the administrative fees of 18% are subtracted. Council unanimously approved
said motion. Resolutions for the same will be under Solicitor’s report.

Discussion - Fluoride

Borough Manager Latchford was in receipt of requests to remove fluoride from the Borough’s
water supply. This was before Council for discussion. Mr. Latchford advised if Council wishes to
remove the fluoride from the Borough’s water a motion of Council is required to start the
process for removal. This is a 3-4 month process that includes public meetings, public notices,
etc. DEP has regulations for the removal process. It was moved and seconded for the Borough
to begin the process of removing the fluoride. Council unanimously approved said motion.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: The Solicitor had the following report:

Resolution No. 2024-03 — Donation of Bicycles to Bible Baptist Church

It was moved and seconded that Council approve Resolution No. 2024-03, donating unclaimed
bicycles to the Bible Baptist Church, Tyrone. Council unanimously approved said Resolution.

Resolution No. 2024-04 — Fair Housing

It was moved and seconded that Council approve Resolution No. 2024-04, Council unanimously
approved said motion.

Resolution No. 2024-05 — Submission of FY2024 CDBG Application

It was moved and seconded that Council approve Resolution No. 2024-05. Council unanimously
approved said motion

CONSULTING ENGINEER: Council was in receipt of Rettew’s Engineering report.

CODE ENFORCEMENT: Council was in receipt of the Code Department report.

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Chief Walk’s monthly report.

SEWER DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Harris’s monthly report.

WATER DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Shultz’s monthly report.
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HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Desch’s monthly report.

MISCELLANEOUS:

Councilmember Dollar requested some final revisions to the Pickleball Club’s use of
Borough facilities. Mr. Dollar suggested the following:

The camera is removed.
Open pickleball play after 3pm each day.
No age limit; no training for public play

Signage to be changed to reflect the same

Borough Manager stated it can be locked again, and the Borough can purchase our own nets.
This item was not on the Agenda. Mayor Latchford called for public comment and there was
none. It was moved and seconded that Council approve these new, revised rules for the
pickleball club/courts. Council unanimously approved said motion.

Councilmember Sarah Hunter inquired about a portion of the road that collects water
during rain events when you are pulling out of Reliance Bank. Highway Department
Superintendent Eric Desch advised this was on their list for repair.

The Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ardean C. Latchford/kdg
Borough Manager



