TYRONE BOROUGH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

The Regular Monthly Meeting of Tyrone Borough Council was held on Monday, April 14, 2025
@ 7:00PM at the Tyrone Borough Municipal Building, 1100 Logan Avenue, Tyrone, PA. Paul
Politza, Calvary Tyrone, gave the Invocation and Mayor Latchford led the group in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Latchford called the meeting to order and requested roll call. Present: Council members,
Robert Dollar, Sarah Hunter, Rob Poust, David Snyder, Tammy Wills, William Wiser, and Mayor
Latchford.  Absent: Council member Ken Patterson. Also present were Borough Manager
Ardean Latchford; Executive Assistant Kim Gurekovich; Solicitor Dan Stants; Chief of Police Jes
Walk; Sewer Superintendent Jason Harris; Water Superintendent Donnie Shultz; Highway
Superintendent Eric Desch; and Code Enforcement Officer Colby Pannebaker.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Deb Moore, 422 5t Street

Mrs. Moore was present and read a prepared statement to Council while two others walked
around with poster boards of pictures that were taken in 2002 vs. a few weeks ago, showing
that not much has changed as far as blight properties in town. Mrs. Moore was questioning the
process for dealing with blight; referenced a conversation with Council in 2022 regarding rental
inspections; inquired as to the percentage of rental properties in the Borough. Mrs. Moore feels
it is disheartening to know these things have not been addressed.

Jay Young, 1007 Lincoln Avenue

Mr. Young presented several questions for Borough Council and/or Staff. How many
employees are in the Highway Department? How many are certified to run the sweeper? Who
determines what streets get paved in the Borough? What was the cost of paving the road to the
water plant? He would like the budget to be broken down into line items to show specific
amounts of wages. When are crosswalks being painted? What are the present building codes
being used by the Borough? How many hours is the Code Enforcement Office on the street?
He saw the bucket truck downtown and employees had no vests, not hard hats. House next to
him has open windows and the garage roof is falling in. There is a tree growing up through the
asphalt on Lincoln Avenue. Mr. Young’s questions were answered by Borough staff.

Shannon Rice, PA Avenue, Owner of The Brew

Ms. Rice requested a waiver of the open container ordinance for the Hops N Vines event
scheduled for June 28 in downtown Tyrone. It was moved and seconded that Council approve
this waiver for June 28. This item was not on the agenda; Mayor Latchford called for public
comment and there was none. Council unanimously approved this waiver for June 28.
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Marcia Loner, 835 Decker Hollow Road (Snyder Township)

Ms. Loner stated that inspections, alarms and fire extinguishers were brought to Council last
year. Ms. Loner inquired as the to the burned-out house on Washington Avenue that has sat in
this condition for years. She was advised that the owners are receiving citations.

Eric Petruncio, W. 15" Street

Mr. Petruncio inquired if the residents could provide Mr. Pannebaker with a list of addresses.
Council member David Snyder stated he realizes there is a problem but there is progress. The
Borough’s Code Enforcement Officer Colby Pannebaker has recently attended Building Code
Official training for a week and is officially certified as a BCO. This will allow Mr. Pannebaker to
do more on his own.

Lauretta Dane, 1251 Lincoln Avenue

Mrs. Dane asked if the Code Officer should be driving around the town. Mayor Latchford
advised that the Code Office has generally operated on a complaint basis. Council member
Wills suggested that our Code Officer be seen vs. being complaint driven.

Borough Manager Latchford advised that the Borough could issue citations for all the blight,
however, this does not solve the problem because we cannot physically make somebody cut
their grass or clean off their porch and although a property may seem to be unsightly, doesn’t
necessarily mean it is a code violation. The Borough has recently taken steps to have our
Solicitor, Dan Stants, act as District Attorney for the Borough to prosecute cases in a more
timely manner. However, again this does not give the Borough the ability to physically make
property owners comply.

It was noted that the Borough’s new Code Officer, Colby Pannebaker, started with the Borough
in May 2024. Mr. Pannebaker recently completed Building Code Official training and is now a
certified BCO, which gives him more authority to address certain issues that arise.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved and seconded that Council approve the Minutes of the March 10, 2025, Council
meetings. Council unanimously approved said motion.

APPROVAL OF MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS

It was moved and seconded that the financial reports for the monthly accounting period ending
March 31, 2025, be approved: (1) The Account Balance Report; (2) Statement of Revenues and
Expenses; and (3) Cash Disbursement Journal. Council unanimously approved said motion.
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BOROUGH MANAGER’S MONTHLY REPORT

Ratification - Change Order No. 1 - Water Plant Road Improvements

Last month Borough Council awarded the bid for improvements to the water plant road to
Grannas Bros. This was for the upper portion of the road leading to the water plant. Earlier this
week, Borough Council was contacted regarding the Borough extending the road repairs to the
main road. The contractor has quoted a price of $34,300 for the remainder of the road. Council
was provided with a copy of the Change Order. It was moved and seconded that Council ratify
this action. Council unanimously approved this ratification.

Angled Parking At CWC Church

Several years ago, the Borough agreed to allow diagonal parking on 13" Street from Bald Eagle
Avenue to Riverside Avenue on Sundays only. The parking ordinance was never formally
amended to reflect this change. This is before Council due to complaints being received by the
Police Department and Borough offices. It was the consensus of Council to resume normal
street parking effective immediately.

Engineering Services for Downtown Parking Lots

At the February meeting of Borough Council, Council agreed to move forward with
improvements to the parking lot behind the First Responders Park and the VFW parking lot
(portion that the Borough owns) Council was provided with an Engineering Agreement. The
cost for design, bid preparation, etc. is $32,789. It was moved and seconded that Council
approve said proposal. Council unanimously approved this proposal for engineering. A
guestion was asked about how this would be monitored. Borough Manager suggested meters.
Council member Dollar suggested that the people that are presently using the parking have first
option to rent the spaces.

Request For Use of Amphitheatre — Tyrone Snyder Public Library

Council was in receipt of a request from the Tyrone-Snyder Public Library to use the
Amphitheatre for their Story Time program. This is a free program and is open to the public.
The dates of the Story Times are as follows: June 5, 12, 19, 26 from 10-11 AM and July 10, 17,
24, 31 from 10 - 11 AM. It was moved and seconded that Council approve the use of the
Amphitheatre for these dates. Council unanimously approved the motion.

Amendment to Waste Hauling Contract for Spring & Fall Cleanups

Due to excessive debris accumulation during spring and fall cleanup, as required by the
Burgmeier Hauling contract, we feel it is necessary to limit the quantities of what residents can
place out for pickup. We are suggesting the debris amounts be limited to what would fit into a
10-yard dumpster. For reference purposes a 10-yard dumpster is 12’ long X 8" wide X 3.5’ tall.
The Borough has discussed this with Burgmeier’s and they agree. If Council is in agreement,
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Attorney Stants will prepare an amendment to the Municipal Waste contract. It was moved and
seconded that Council approve this amendment.

Allocation to Neptune Volunteer Fire Company for New Apparatus

In June of 2024, Borough Council agreed to assist Neptune with the purchase of a new fire
truck. They are requesting $60,000. It was moved and seconded that Council approve $60,000
to Neptune’s for this apparatus. Council unanimously approved said motion.

Curbside Leaf Collection

The Highway Department has begun curbside pickup of leaf bags. Leaf bags will be picked up
on Mondays, from April 7 through May 19. The drop-off is also open Monday thru Friday, 7am
to 2:30pm, and the 1%t and 3" Saturday of each month.

Improvements at Railroad Park

Architect Joseph Oricko has advised the Borough that bids will be accepted on May 9 for the
remodel and addition to the Railroad Park building. This will be presented to Council at the May
12 meeting.

Miscellaneous:

o Burgmeier’s Spring Cleanup for Borough residents, April 15, 16, 17

e Shredding for Borough residents, April 23, 11am-2pm @ the Community Pool Parking lot

¢ Reminder that Statement of Financial Ethics forms are due May 1%, please turn them in
to Kim by the deadline. If you need another copy, please let us know.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: The Solicitor had the following report:

Resolution No. 2025-01 — Approved Shredding of Borough Documents

It was moved and seconded that Council approve Resolution No. 2025-01 authorizing the
shredding of documents as permitted by the Municipal Records Retention Act. Council
unanimously approved said Resolution.

Resolution No. 2025-02

It was moved and seconded that Council approve Resolution No. 2025-02 — Authorizing
application for Commonwealth Financing Authority and Signature Authority for the Headworks
project at the Tyrone Wastewater Treatment plant. Council unanimously approved said
Resolution.



Minutes — Regular Council Meeting
April 14, 2025
Page Five (5)

Ordinance No. 1484 — Amendment to Compensation

It was moved and seconded that Council approve Ordinance No. 1484, increasing the wages for
the summer pool employees. Council unanimously approved said motion.

CONSULTING ENGINEER: Council was in receipt of Rettew's Engineering report. Matt
Coleman had the following for Council:

Council was in receipt of a Proposal for Headworks Design for the Wastewater Treatment Plant.
This proposal is in the amount of $124,400. It was moved and seconded that Council approve
this proposal. Council unanimously approved the motion.

CODE ENFORCEMENT: Council was in receipt of the Code Department report.

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Chief Walk’s monthly report.

SEWER DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Harris’s monthly report.

WATER DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Shultz’s monthly report.

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Desch’s monthly report.

MISCELLANEQUS:

Councilmember Sarah Hunter advised that Calvary Tyrone has been providing free meals three
times a week for several months. They have served 100 individuals and have 100 volunteers,
they have 20 homeless people who they have been able to help 4 of them secure housing.
They provide blessing boxes which have cold gear, tents, food etc. She is requesting a
donation of $5,000 to be made to them. Paul Politza of Calvary Tyrone was in attendance and
advised they have helped senior citizens, veterans, homeless and single mothers. Mr. Politza
advised that they have some success stories and some non-success stories. Mr. Politza said
that Calvary looks at this as a “hand up” and not a “hand out”. Along with meals, they also
provided counseling, financial opportunities, showers, etc. They also make attempts to follow
up with the people they help.

Council members Tammy Wills and David Sndyer have both visited on evenings they are
providing meals and feel this is a great community service and is something that is needed in
the community.

It was moved and seconded that Council approve a $5,000 donation to Calvary Tyrone for this
community service. This item was not on the agenda. Mayor asked for public comment. Jay
Young asked if there was money in the budget for this? This would come from the Borough’s
Community Enrichment fund. Council unanimously approved said motion.
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Deb Moore suggested a sweeping schedule. They were advised that if a schedule is made, it
will often be diverted from due to other daily issues within the Borough that the sweeper
operator may be needed for. It was noted that other highway department employees are in the
process of obtaining their licenses, but the Borough still only has one sweeper.

Deb Moore also asked if Council was going to pursue rental inspections. Councilmember
Snyder stated he would look into this.

The Meeting adjourned at 8:20pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ardean C. Latchford/kdg
Borough Manager



