
 
TYRONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
MARCH 9, 2026 @ 7:00PM 

============================================================= 
 
The Regular Monthly Meeting of Tyrone Borough Council was held on Monday, March 9, 2026 
@ 7:00PM at the Tyrone Borough Municipal Building, 1100 Logan Avenue, Tyrone, PA. Pastor 
Randy Zitterbart, Hillside Community Baptist Church gave the Invocation and Mayor Harlow led 
the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Harlow called the meeting to order and requested roll call. Present: Council members, 
Robert Dollar, Sarah Hunter, Debbie Kann, Ken Patterson, Bridgette Gill, Tammy Wills, William 
Wiser and Mayor Harlow.    
 
Also, present were Interim Borough Manager, Kimberly Gurekovich; Solicitor Dan Stants; Chief 
of Police Jes Walk; Sewer Superintendent Jason Harris; Water Superintendent Donnie Shultz; 
Highway Superintendent Eric Desch; Finance Director Shannon Wilson; Code Enforcement 
Officer Steve Hanzir and Kim LaRosa. 
 
PRESENTATION OF PROCLAMATION: 
 
Mayor Harlow presented a Proclamation to the Irish Heritage Committed recognizing March 11-
15, 2026 Irish Heritage week in Tyrone Borough. 
 
PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION 
 
Mayor Harlow presented a Certificate of Recognition to former Coach John Franco for his years 
of service and dedication to the Tyrone Varsity Football program.  Mr. Franco thanked the 
community for the years of support. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
Linda Daniels, 851 Washington Avenue, inquired as to the Borough eliminating 3 police 
officers and the K9.  Mrs. Daniels asked how the replacement process would work.  Mayor 
Harlow advised the Borough has not eliminated any police positions other than retiring the K9. 
 
Michael Westbrook, 2110 Columbia Avenue, would like more time to review the Agenda.  Mr. 
Westbrook was advised that it is placed at the Borough building the Friday before the meetings. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
 
It was moved and seconded the Minutes of January 12 and February 9 meetings be approved. 
A roll call vote was taken for the January 12 meeting.  Ayes:  Council members Patterson, 
Dollar, Hunter, Wiser, Gill, Wills and Mayor Harlow.  It was moved and seconded that Council 
approve the Minutes of the February 9, 2026.  Council unanimously approved the motion. 
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APPROVAL OF MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
It was moved and seconded that the financial reports for the monthly accounting period ending 
February 28, 2026, be approved: (1) The Account Balance Report; (2) Statement of Revenues 
and Expenses; and (3) Cash Disbursement Journal.  Council unanimously approved the motion. 
 
INTERIM BOROUGH MANAGER’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
Library Request for Use of Reservoir Park 

 
Council was in receipt of a request from the Tyrone-Snyder Public Library for use of the 
Amphitheatre for their outdoor story time program.  The programming will begin on June 1st and 
conclude on August 1st. Story Times are held on Thursdays at 10:30 AM and would last no 
more than an hour.  The dates are as follows: 

 
June 4, 11, 18, 25 from 10-11 AM 
July 9, 16, 23, 30 from 10 - 11 AM 

 
These programs are free and open to the public. It was moved and seconded that Council 
approve this request.  Council unanimously approved the motion. 
 
Donation of Unused Police Car 

 
The Police Department has a 2020 Ford Interceptor police car that is no longer being used.  
Tyrone school has recently contacted the Borough expressing interest in this vehicle.  The 
Borough has historically sold our old police cars to companies in New Jersey and New York and 
they typically sell for $1,200-$2,000 (thru a bidding process).  Being a government entity, the 
Borough can sell/donate without the bidding process.  After some discussion by Council, it  was 
moved and seconded that Council donate this vehicle to the Tyrone Area School District.  It was 
noted that the school is aware of the mechanical issues that we have experienced with this car.  
Council unanimously approved the motion.  

 
New Parking Lots – Rental vs. Meters 

 
Meters were not included in the bid specs for the VFW parking lot.  This lot has been heavily 
used for years. The Borough currently has approximately 45 rentable spaces in and around the 
downtown area (most of these are rented).  This lot will provide an additional 30 spaces.  The 
current lots are as follows:  

 

• Blair Avenue Lot (behind Inspection Go) 22 rentable spaces, all rented 

• Municipal Lot, 9 rentable spaces, all rented 

• 10th Street Lot (behind First Responder’s Park) 14 rentable spaces, 13 rented and one 

handicap  

• VFW Lot, 30 available spaces 
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Council requested that Borough staff reach out to the neighboring properties to see if they have 

an interest in renting any space in the newly paved lot.  This was tabled until the April meeting. 

 
Reservoir Park, Plans And Design 

 
Lehman Engineering has been working diligently with Eric Desch and myself on plans for the 
Reservoir Park Improvement Project.   Lehman Engineers can provide the following for an 
estimate of $65,000: 
  

• Measure existing pavilions to note footprint and heights and fireplace locations. 

• Review of existing structures for design features. 

• General coordination of details with Borough ad creating plans for each site. 

• Prepare construction plans for reach pavilion. 

• Create 3D rendering of one structure for Borough to choose colors 

• Prepare specifications for bidding 

• Code Submission for review and approval 

• Hold pre-bid meeting at site 

• Respond to RFIs 

• 2 site visits during construction 

• Review 4 payment applications 

• Test and evaluate various electric service layouts 

• Prepare electrical drawings and provide to architect for inclusion in bid documents 

• Construction admin of electrical work 
  
This cost could be funded using the Community Enrichment fund.  I would need a consensus for 
Lehman Engineers to prepare an Engineering Agreement for this work. 
 
Rental Inspection Program 

 
Several Council members have inquired about a rental inspection program within the Borough.  
The Interim Borough Manager reached out to the Borough’s third-party inspection agency, 
Bureau Veritas to check on options.  They do provide this service at a cost of $75/inspection.  
They have also provided a check list of items they look for when doing an inspection.  This list 
was also provided to Borough Council.  Mayor Harlow suggested a “Pilot Program” to start and 
to do inspections on Pennsylvania Avenue from Railroad Park to 14th Street and 10th Street from 
the underpass to the VFW.  Solicitors Stants would like to do some research to make sure the 
Borough isn’t doing selective enforcement by starting it this way.  Solicitor Stants will report 
back to Council at their next meeting.  An inquiry was made to the who would bear the cost of 
this and those costs would be the responsibility of the property owner.  This was tabled for more 
discussion. 



Minutes – Regular Council Meeting  
March 9, 2026 
Page Four (4) 
 
 
Resignation of Full Time Police Officer 
 
The Borough was in receipt of a Letter of Resignation from full-time officer Jeff Barr, effective 
March 13th.   It was moved and seconded that Council accept the letter of resignation.  A roll call 
vote was taken.  Ayes:  Council members Dollar, H/unter, Gill, Kann, Patterson,Wills and Mayor 
Harlow.  Nayes: Council member Wiser.  The motion carried.  We will be meeting with the Civil 
Service Commission to begin the testing and hiring process.   
 
Miscellaneous: 
 
The Borough will pick up leaf bags during the months of April and May.  These are for the brown 
leaf bags that are to be placed at the curb by 7am. 

 
SOLICITOR’S RERORT:   The Solicitor had the following to report: 
 
Ordinance No. 1497 – Amendment to Parking Meter Ordinance 
 
An Ordinance of the Borough of Tyrone, A Home Rule Municipality, Amending Chapter 190 of 
the Code of the Borough of Tyrone Entitled “Vehicles And Traffic” to Eliminate Parking Meters 
on A Portion of Pennsylvania Avenue and on a Portion of Twelfth Street; Ratification of Chapter 
190; Repeal All Ordinances That Are Inconsistent; And Establish An Effective Date. 
 
It was moved and seconded that Council approve Ordinance No 1497, updating the Borough’s 
Parking Meter Ordinance.  Council unanimously approved the motion.  Solicitor Stants noted a 
correction that needed changed on the copy that was distributed regarding the cost.  He will 
correct this and send out a new copy. 
 
CONSULTING ENGINEER:   Council was in receipt of Rettew’s Engineering report.  
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT:  Council was in receipt of Mr. Hanzir’s monthly report. Mr. Hanzir 
advised that a Zoning Hearing Board meeting is scheduled for March 17 @ 2pm.  This Hearing 
is for a variance for a loading zone for the future McDonald’s site. 
 
Mr. Hanzir also requested approval for a lot consolidation for the lot at the corner of Logan 
Avenue and 14th Street for Mills/Atlas Edge.  This request as been approved by the Blair County 
Planning Commission and is before Council for approval.  It was moved and seconded that 
Council approve the Lot Consolidation.  Council unanimously approved the motion. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT:  Council was in receipt of Chief Walk’s monthly report.   
 
SEWER DEPARTMENT:  Council was in receipt of Mr. Harris’s monthly report.  Mr. Harris 
advised Council that Grier School has recently had some issues with clogged sewer lines.  They 
have asked if the Borough could help them out by renting our flusher truck and/or other 
equipment.  Finance Director Shannon Wilson will check with Hollidaysburg and obtain their 
machine rental rates.  It was also noted that the employees wages need to be added when 
calculating costs if the Borough moves forward with this.   
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WATER DEPARTMENT:  Council was in receipt of Mr. Shultz’s monthly report.  Water 
Superintendent Don Shultz advised that he has met with the Altoona Water Authority regarding 
an Interconnect.  This would serve as a back-up source of water in the event anything was to 
happen to the Borough’s water supply.  This would also work for Altoona if they were in need of 
water.  There will be more information to come and an agreement for Council’s approval in the 
future. This project was included in the 2026 budget. 
 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT:  Council was in receipt of Mr. Desch’s monthly report.  Mr. Desch 
advised that wood chips should be delivered for the parks on March 16.  The school will be 
doing their annual cleanup and will spread the chips at Park Avenue playground and Reservoir 
Park. Mr. Desch also advised that a portion of Route 453 will be closed for a PennDOT paving 
project from March thru August. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS:   
 

• Robert Dollar, President of the Historical Society advised the Museum will be open for 
the season on Saturday, March 14.  Mr. Dollar encourage people to stop by and visit. 

• Council member Sarah Hunter asked Council to think about offering a courtesy hour or 
two of parking on Saturdays.  Patty McNelis, 1212 Hamilton Avenue asked how will this 
be enforced.  This is what Council will need to figure out.  Mayor Harlow suggested a 
white ticket courtesy parking system.   

• Councilmember Wills asked Council to consider a painted fire hydrant program within 
the Borough.  It was noted that the tops of the fire hydrants MUST stay the color they.  
The colors represent different flows, etc.  Ms. Wills shared some photos of others 
communities that have done this. 

• Councilmember Wills also asked Council to consider a “Rainbow Bridge” at Reservoir 
Park for those pet lovers whose animals have passed.  People hang memorials on the 
bridge.  Ms. Wills shared some photos of other communities that have done this. 

 
The Meeting adjourned at 7:50pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Kimberly D. Gurekovich 
Interim Borough Manager   


