
 
TYRONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
APRIL 13, 2026 @ 7:00PM 

============================================================= 
 

The Regular Monthly Meeting of Tyrone Borough Council was held on Monday, Apri 13, 
2026 @ 7:00PM at the Tyrone Borough Municipal Building, 1100 Logan Avenue, 
Tyrone, PA. Paul Politza, Hillside Community Church gave the Invocation and Mayor 
Harlow led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Harlow called the meeting to order and requested roll call. Present: Council 
members, Robert Dollar, Sarah Hunter, Debbie Kann, Ken Patterson, Bridgette Gill, 
Tammy Wills, William Wiser and Mayor Harlow.    
 
Also, present were Interim Borough Manager, Kimberly Gurekovich; Solicitor Dan 
Stants; Chief of Police Jes Walk; Sewer Superintendent Jason Harris; Water 
Superintendent Donnie Shultz; Highway Superintendent Eric Desch; Finance Director 
Shannon Wilson; Code Enforcement Officer Steve Hanzir and Administrative Assistant 
Kim LaRosa. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
Robert Emigh, 348 Madison Avenue   

 
Mr. Emigh read a statement regarding the Borough Manager position.  He comes with 
concern for the future of the borough.  February 20th was the deadline; he was in full 
compliance when he applied.  The Interim Manager reversed course, no resume, no 
reference.  She didn’t follow the rules, and the Council chose to give it to her.  It 
contradicts the transparency that our Mayor campaigned on and was elected on.  
Institutional knowledge cannot be compared to years of service.  Candidates like 
myself, bring genuine leadership, more than 15 years in public service across Federal, 
state and private sectors Respectfully request you to reopen and follow the correct 
process. 

 
Rhonda Holland, 620 Washington Avenue 

 
Ms. Hollen was present to voice concerns on a few topics. Stating the last code officer 
unfortunately left and was getting stuff done.  And this is no disrespect to new code 
officer.  It has taken 3 years to get a hole filled in because someone was going to 
replace their own gas line. Other code officers would not do anything about stinky 
garbage on neighbors’ porch.  Don’t know why Marvin wouldn’t do anything.  Building 
beside Bake Shop Bakes has a hole in the roof.  Why are we not caring about safety in 
the community. Another topic regarding the police officers. She finds it suspicious that 
last month when Linda Daniels brought it up she was told things were being taken care  
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of.  Imler’s resignation was never voted upon.  
 
Criminal complaint – we failed a child.  The lady that found the child is here tonight.  
She called officer Weaver (called twice).  He walked up onto porch and talked to mother 
or grandmother.  They were to put a lock on the door so the child could not get out.  
According to Officer Beall, the living conditions were not fair to the child.  She doesn’t 
know how Officer Weaver could have visited without recon. 

 
Michelle Miller, 675 Cedar Lane, Tipton 

 
Michelle Miller, mother of Officer Austin Miller who was suspended when he appeared 
to ask questions regarding early retirement of officer Getro. She commended her son 
for standing up for Officer Winters and Getro.  She found it appalling that the K-9 was 
taken out of service without discussion.  Taxpayers have been paying two officers that 
are on leave while an investigation is being carried out. Paying overtime to staff.  
Officers do not know why they are being punished.  She was told that the Borough has 
consulted with an attorney in Pittsburgh.   

 
Regarding appointment of Borough Manager.  She appreciates Mr. Emigh for coming 
forward. She stated she has the utmost respect for Kimberly Gurekovich and her 30 
years’ experience; stating this is not personal but the Borough Manager is paid $96,000 
and I think we owe it to our community to pick the best candidate for this job.  Ms. Miller 
stated that she has a vested interest with church, family etc. in Tyrone. I understand 
Kim has served as an Interim Manager from time to time.  The skillset that is required 
for a Manager is much different than an Administrative Assistant. 

 
Tracey Detwiler, 1513 Logan Avenue 

 
Mrs. Detwiler stated the way we have been acting as a town is disgusting.  People say 
they want what is best for the town, but you blast each other on Facebook.  Face people 
head on.  Don’t stir the pot.  I see the snide animosity around this room.  Ms. Detwiler 
worked as a Veterinary Tech, and she is in agreement with retiring the do. If we have 
learned anything from Charlie Kirk, there is a time and a place and what to be said.  If 
you are not going to show up and voice your opinion, then keep it to yourself.  Council is 
a team…you need to play together.  What are you going to solve by getting people 
worked up and stirring the pot on social media.  We all need to do better. 

 
Deb Shawley, 312 6th Street 

 
Mrs. Shawley, 312 6th Street, has lived there since 1978 and wanted to express her 
concerns regarding parking on Sixth Street. For years we have been permitted to park  
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on both sides of the street.  Many years ago, former Mayor Pat Stoner sent a fire truck 
up to make sure it could make it through, and it did.  There is a double house on Sixth 
Street that someone is doing renovations to.  There is currently a huge dumpster on the  
street. There is a big white truck often as well.  Since this, there has been a resident on 
Sixth Street that lives up further.  They own a big truck that they go up and down the 
road in and it makes them uneasy.  Now there is a sign that you cannot park on both 
sides of the road.  It is going to be a problem if we can only park on one side of the 
road.  Asked to have someone come and look at the street because they need parking 
on both sides. 

 
Patty McNelis, 1212 Hamilton Avenue 

 
Ms. McNelis stated she was the former meter maid for the Borough.  I really loved 
everyone I worked with and the staff upstairs.  But as time went on, I found what 
happened within the walls was wrong.  When Mayor made comments about 
transparency when running, then retired the K9; it was disrespectful and when the two 
officers stepped up they were punished.  Leadership needs to change in the Police 
Department.  Putting someone in the position as Borough Manager after 30 years of 
service is not helpful.  We need someone from the outside. 

 
Melvin Light, 913 Highland Drive  

 
Mr. Light, owner of 602 W. 18th Street advised that his property taxes at 602 W. 18th 
Street have gone up 14%. He asked for an explanation as to why this is.  

 
Mary Wiser, 310 6th Street 

 
Ms. Wiser 310 6th Street, addressed Council regarding the parking on Soxth Street. 
There are several houses that are being redone.  There could be 5-8 additional cars 
being added for parking.  There will probably be a lot of police presence due to 
arguments over parking with only being allowed to park on one side of street. Advised 
that she never had an issue. Ms. Wiser has watched garbage, fire and plow trucks all go 
up and down Sixth Street with no trouble. 
 
Jennifer Bryan, 1112 Lincoln Avenue 

 
Ms. Bryan, 1112 Lincoln Avenue, questioned the February 9, 2026 Council  
meeting and questioned how the officers knew the Executive Session was regarding 
retiring the K9?  Officers Winters and Miller were present.  Someone in the private 
meeting (council included) gave that information to her. This just leaves a lot of 
questions as to who told this information. Ms. Bryan stated she also agrees with Ms.  
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Detwiler’s statements. 

 
Michelle Miller asked for a rebuttal on Ms. Bryan’s statement and it was denied as she 
previously exhausted her 5 minutes. 

 
Michael Westbrook, 2110 Columbia Avenue 

 
Asked people for a little bit of trust in those who you have elected.  We have to give the 
people that were voted in the opportunity to work for us.  It’s been 120 days.  None of 
these positions were ever a public decision.  Trust in the people.    Some things can’t be 
said for a reason.  Just because we want to know who the applicants were, doesn’t 
mean we are allowed to see it due to privacy issues.  Public is scared and nervous, but 
we have to have trust and asked the community to come together.  That is the only way 
anything will get accomplished. 

 
There was no further public comment. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
 
It was moved and seconded the Minutes of March 9, 2026, Council meeting be 
approved. Council unanimously approved the motion. 
 
APPROVAL OF MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
It was moved and seconded that the financial reports for the monthly accounting period 
ending March 31, 2026, be approved: (1) The Account Balance Report; (2) Statement of 
Revenues and Expenses; and (3) Cash Disbursement Journal.  Council unanimously 
approved the motion. 
 
INTERIM BOROUGH MANAGER’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
Reservoir Park – Design & Engineering 

 
Council was provided with a proposal from P. Joseph Lehman Engineering for design of 
Reservoir Park.  This will include designing new pavilions and associated structures and 
replacement of all existing power distribution and utilization equipment.  Attached is a 
copy of the proposal for Council’s review.  The cost for engineering and design is 
$65,000.  It was moved and seconded that Council approve the engineering design 
proposal for Reservoir Park.  Council unanimously approved the motion. 
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Borough Website 
 
The Borough has had several issues with the website, thus it was recently put “under 
construction”.  In speaking with our website designer, Ingenuity Media, they suggested 
a complete revamp and update of our website.  Council was provided a copy of a 
proposal from Ingenuity Media.   The initial cost is a one-time fee of $4500 for website 
design and setup; $425 annually for hosting and $125/month for webmaster services.   
 
 
Open Door Visions was also contacted to provide a quote however, nothing was 
received from them.  It was moved and seconded to move forward with this. After some 
Council discussion, it was decided to seek additional quotes.  With the motion being on 
the floor for approval, a roll call vote was taken.  It was noted that by seeking bids 
Ingenuity Media’s quote has been publicly read. All members voted no, the motion did 
not pass. 
 
Borough staff was asked to seek additional quotes. 
    
Waiver of Open Container – Hops n Vines Event 

 
Council was in receipt of a request for a waiver of the Borough’s Open Container 
Ordinance for the Hops n Vines event scheduled for June 27, 2026.  Council has 
historically approved this waiver for this event.  A roll call vote was taken.  Ayes: 
Councilmembers Wills, Wiser, Dollar, Hunter, and Kann.  Nayes:  Councilmembers Gill 
and Patterson.  The motion passed.  

 
Committee Appointments – Blair County 

 
Council was in receipt of correspondence from Blair County Planning Commission 
seeking volunteer members for positions on three Committees. These committees are 
comprised of municipal officials.  Those Committees are the Government Advisory 
Committee, the Hazard Mitigation Committee and the Stormwater Management 
Committee.   

 
The Government Advisory Committee (GAC) provides direct input and guidance to the 
Blair County Planning Commission and the Metropolitan Planning Organization as to 
the needs and desires of the communities to bring about the orderly growth and 
development of the communities in the County.  This committee meets at 6:30pm on the 
3rd Monday of March and September.  Former Mayor Latchford served on this 
committee and Mayor Harlow has expressed interest in serving on this committee.   
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The Hazard Mitigation Committee does not require the appointee to be an elected 
official, but it is highly recommended.  Participation in this committee is required in order 
for the municipality to receive any FEMA funding.  Committee members help to develop 
and implement the Hazard Mitigation Plan which is required to be updated every 5 
years. This committee meets at 9:00am the 3rd Tuesday of February, June and October.  
Former Council member Rob Poust served on this committee.  We would need a 
volunteer to serve on this committee. 

 
The Stormwater Management Committee is a steering committee to guide stormwater 
management.  Council member Bob Dollar currently serves on this committee and 
wishes to continue.  
 
Councilmember Gill volunteered for the Hazard Mitigation Committee.  It was moved 
and seconded that Council member Gill be appointed to the Hazard Mitigation 
Committee and Mayor John Harlow be appointed to the Government Advisory 
Committee.  A roll call vote was taken:  Ayes:  Council members Wiser, Dollar, Hunter, 
Kann, Patterson and Wills.  Council members Gill and Mayor Harlow abstained.  The 
motion carried. 
 
2026 Street Paving Program 

 
Highway Superintendent Eric Desch recently met with PennDOT to review the 
Borough’s 2026 proposed street paving program.  PennDOT has approved the 
Borough’s list, and the streets are listed below: 

 
Church Alley, 18th to 19th Street, near Brethren Church, Brick Alley Extension 
W. 17th Street, Columbia Avenue to Lincoln Avenue 
Lincoln Avenue, 10th to 14th Street 
Bald Eagle Avenue, 10th Street to Dead End  
Riverside Avenue, 13th to 14th Street 
 

The Borough will accept bids on May 6th and Council can award the bid at the May 11th 
meeting.  This work is scheduled to be done before the 2026-2027 school year starts.  It 
was moved and seconded that Council approve this list.  Council unanimously approved 
the Proposed 2026 Street Paving list. 

 
Forced Distribution of County Act 32 - Liquid Fuels Tax Money 

 
Council was in receipt of correspondence from Blair County regarding an allocation of 
additional Liquid Fuels funds.  The Borough’s PennDOT representative has completed 
the application on our behalf.  The Borough will receive an extra $31,985.93.  It was  
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moved and seconded that Council submit an application for this additional funding. 
Council unanimously approved the motion.   
 
Reallocation of FY2025 CDBG Funds for Lincoln Avenue, 21st Street to 23rd Street 
 
Council previously agreed to reallocate FY2024 CDBG funds ($89,699) towards 
improving the ongoing drainage issues on Lincoln Avenue from 21st to 23rd Streets, thus 
helping 12 residential homes.  Preliminary costs came in at $510,000.  This is 
substantially higher than anticipated.  Borough staff suggested breaking this project into  
two phases.  The first phase would be the sidewalks, and anything associated with that 
to be completed this year and the second phase to be the street resurfacing, which 
would be done next year (2027) using Liquid Fuels funds. The Borough can also 
reallocate the FY2025 CDBG Funds ($89,173) for this project.  This would be a total of 
$178,872 towards Phase 1 of this project.  It was moved and seconded that Council 
approve the reallocation of FY2025 funds for the Lincoln Avenue drainage project and 
to do this in two phases. Council unanimously approved the motion. 

 
Tyrone-Snyder Public Library Request for Use of Amphitheatre 

 
Council was in receipt of a request from the Tyrone Snyder Public Library for use of the 
Amphitheatre for free to the public programs over the summer.  The dates are June 6, 
1pm to 3:30 pm; June 17, 10:30am to 12 noon; July 15 10:30am to 12 noon; July 22, 
10:30amd to 12 noon and July 29, 10:30am to 12 noon.  It was moved and seconded 
that Council approve the Library’s request for use of the Amphitheatre at no charge.   
Council unanimously approved the request.  

 
Renting New Parking Spaces – VFW Lot 

 
At Council’s request, Borough staff sent letters to eight property owners/tenants who 
would be affected by the Borough’s paving of the VFW Parking lot.   As of the meeting 
five people have responded requesting 6 spaces.  This lot will contain approximately 30 
spaces.   After some council discussion it was agreed to lease 24 spaces, four spots for 
recreation, and two spots required for handicap. It was moved and seconded that 
Council approved the parking as discussed. Council unanimously approved the motion. 
 
Appointments to Fill Vacancies 

 
The Borough recently advertised for a vacancy on the Tyrone Borough Authority due to 
a resignation.  One letter of interest was received from Rodney Shultz. 

 
The Borough also advertised a vacancy on the Civil Service Commission due to a  
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resignation.  One letter of interest was received from Deborah Moore. 

 
These will be addressed as Resolutions under the Solicitor’s tab. 

 
Status of Police Officers 

 
As Council is aware the Borough placed Officer Traci  Winters and Officer Austin Miller 
on paid administrative leave after the March Council meeting.  An internal investigation 
has been carried out and Loudermill hearings were held for both officers.  Council met  
 
in executive session on Friday and were advised as to the findings from those 
proceedings.  The matter is now before Council to decide whether any disciplinary 
action is warranted and, if so, what discipline is to be imposed. 
  
It was moved and seconded that Council terminate Officer Austin Miller’s employment 
with the Borough effective immediately.  A roll call vote was taken.  Ayes: 
Councilmembers Wiser, Dollar, Hunter, Kann, Patterson, Wills and Mayor Harlow.  
Nayes: Council member Gill.  The motion carried. 
 
It was moved and seconded that Council terminate Officer Traci Winters employment 
with the Borough effective immediately.  A roll call vote was taken.  Ayes: 
Councilmembers Wills, Wiser, Dollar, Hunter, Kann, Patterson, Kann an Mayor Harlow.  
Council member Gill abstained.  The motion carried. 
 
Informational: 

 

• Spring Cleanup – April 14, 15 and 16 

• Leaf Pickup – Every Monday during April and May 

• Anyone interested in participating in the Memorial Day parade, please contact 

the Borough office. 

 
SOLICITOR’S RERORT:   The Solicitor had the following to report: 
 
Ordinance No. 1498 -  Appointment of Borough Manager 
 
It was moved and seconded that Council approve Ordinance No.1498, appointing 
Kimberly D. Gurekovich as Borough Manager.   
 
Council member Gill advised that she asked Kim for a resume and was not provided 
with one.  Ms. Gill is concerned the Borough is appointing out of convenience and ease. 
She wants to be morally, ethically and fiscally responsible.   
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Council member Deb Kann stated that she was appointed to serve the people, she 
talked to  residents in town and found that the positives outweighed the negatives by far 
for Kim’s appointment. Mrs. Kann did take her time and review the applications and felt 
Kim’s experience is a key factor in appointing her.  Mrs. Kann wants the Community to 
work together and stop the trashing of each other on Social Media, as this does not help 
our community. 
 
Council member Sarah Hunter stated she had a lot of people reached out to her that 
were overwhelmingly positive for Kim’s appointment. 
 
A roll call vote was taken.  Ayes:  Council members Dollar, Hunter, Kann, Patterson, 
Wills, Wiser and Mayor Harlow.  Nayes:  Council member Gill.  The motion carried. 
 
Ordinance No. 1499 – Amendment to Compensation Ordinance 
 
It was moved and seconded that Council approve Ordinance No. 1499, amending the 
compensation ordinance.  Council unanimously approved the motion. 
 
Resolution No. 2026-02 Public Comment at Council Meetings 
 
It was moved and seconded that Council approve Resolution No. 2026-02, updating the 
current Public comment Resolution.   
 
This new Resolution added rules for non Borough residents being permitted to speak at 
Borough meetings and implied penalties for the same.   
 
Council member Gill felt the penalties were extreme and asked why this is done by 
Resolution and not Ordinance. 
 
Members of the public being non Borough residents felt they should be able to speak. 
 
Chris Svendson, 1405 Lincoln Avenue, stated that residents should be permitted to 
comment; no limits as to who can comment, and it should be allowed at the end of the 
meetings as well. 
 
Robert Emigh, 348 Madison Avenue, suggested there should be public comment after 
all topics. 
 
Amber Delay, 513 W 16th Street, asked why do you want Snyder Township residents 
from speaking; non-Borough residents and taxpayers support Tyrone Borough 
businesses.  She feels we should work with Snyder Township. 
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Jolene Umholtz, 800 W 13th Street, lives in Snyder Township, across the street from a 
Borough address, feels they should be able to speak at Borough meetings. 
 
After this discussion, Council wished to table this until the May meeting; however there 
was a motion on the floor.  All Council members voted no, this did not pass. 
 
Resolution No. 2026-03 – Signature Authority for PennDOT 
 
It was moved and seconded that Council approve Resolution No. 2026-03, authorizing 
Mayor John Harlow and Borough Manager Kimberly Gurekovich as signature authorities 
for PennDOT.  A roll call vote was taken.  Ayes:  Council members Kann, Patterson, 
Will, Wiser, Dollar, Gill, Hunter.  Mayor Harlow abstained. 
 
Resolution No. 2026-04 – Appointment of Tyrone Borough Authority Member 
 
It was moved and seconded that Council approve Rodney Shultz, as a member of the 
Tyrone Borough Authority.  Mr. Shultz will fill the unexpired term of Donald Boytim, who 
resigned.  Mr. Shultz’s term will expire on December 31, 2027.  Council unanimously 
approved the motion. 
 
Resolution No. 2026-05 – Appointment of Civil Service Commission Member 
 
It was moved and seconded that Council approve Deborah Moore as a member of the 
Civil Service Commission.  Mrs. Moore will fill the unexpired term of James Butler, who 
resigned. Mrs. Moore’s term will expire on December 31, 2030. Council unanimously 
approved the motion.  
 
 
CONSULTING ENGINEER:   Council was in receipt of Rettew’s Engineering report. 
Engineer  Matt Coeman advised that bids were received for the Northwood Water Main 
project however; bidders did not submit for the same material, and these bids need to 
be rejected.  It was moved and seconded that Council reject all bids.  This project will be 
rebid and can be awarded at the May meeting.  Council unanimously approved the 
motion. 
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT:  Council was in receipt of Mr. Hanzir’s monthly report. Mr. 
Hanzir advised that he and the Mayor recently attended a Blight Management luncheon, 
which was very informative.  They plan on meeting again in the future. 
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Land Development Plan – McDonald’s 
 
Council was provided with information regarding the Land Development Plan for 
McDonald’s.  This plan has been approved by the County and is before Council for their 
approval.  It was moved and seconded the Council approve the Land Development plan 
for McDonald’s. Council unanimously approved the motion. 
 
Robert Emigh, 348 Madison Avenue, inquired to the school zone and increased traffic at 
King’s Academy. Mr. Emigh was advised this has been taken into consideration. 
 
Amber Delay, 513 W. 16th Street, asked the Borough to look at traffic lights around 
King’s Academy. Mrs. Delay was advised this was all taken into consideration with the 
planning stages. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT:  Council was in receipt of Chief Walk’s monthly report.   
 
SEWER DEPARTMENT:  Council was in receipt of Mr. Harris’s monthly report.   
 
WATER DEPARTMENT:  Council was in receipt of Mr. Shultz’s monthly report.   
 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT:  Council was in receipt of Mr. Desch’s monthly report 
 
MISCELLANEOUS:   
 
Council member Gill inquired about the following: 
 

• Will Park Avenue Playground be open every day; Mr. Desch advised it should be.   

• Street Sweeping schedule; Mr. Desch advised there is an internal one; however, 
they are hesitant to make it public because residents want to hold them to it and 
there are too many unknowns that come up on a daily basis.   

• Live Streaming;  Mayor Harlow was checking with Lightner Communications. 

• Policies for the Borough’s Facebook pages; Borough Manager Gurekovich 
advised there is not one for the Borough as it was meant as an informational tool.  
We will look into the Police policy. 

• Celebration for former K9 Getro on April 26 @ 1pm at the First Responder’s 
Park. 
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Ms. Daniels inquired to the opening of the time capsule.  Mayor Harlow advised he had 
spoken with Larry Derman and would like to see it done at the Community picnic.  Ms. 
Daniels is happy to help with anything. 
 
Sarah Hunter 
 
Councilmember Hunter suggested the Borough forming a Legacy Fund in Getro’s name 
for the next possible K9.  She isn’t quite sure what this looks like but it is putting the 
thought out there.  Council member Patterson stated that everything K9 related went 
with the dog. Council member Wills suggested the Borough continue to pay Getro’s 
veterinarian bills up to a certain dollar amount/year. 
 
Erin Delay, 513 W. 16th Street 
 
Suggested looking into pet insurance for Getro. 
 
The Meeting adjourned at 7:50pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Kimberly D. Gurekovich 
Borough Manager   


