TYRONE BOROUGH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
MAY 11, 2026 @ 7:00PM

The Regular Monthly Meeting of Tyrone Borough Council was held on Monday, May 11,
2026 @ 7:00PM at the Tyrone Borough Municipal Building, 1100 Logan Avenue,
Tyrone, PA. Carl Schmidt, Tyrone Alliance Church gave the Invocation and Mayor
Harlow led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Harlow called the meeting to order and requested roll call. Present: Council
members, Robert Dollar, Sarah Hunter, Debbie Kann, Ken Patterson, Bridgette Gill,
William Wiser and Mayor Harlow. Absent Councilmember Tammy Wills.

Also, present were Borough Manager, Kimberly Gurekovich; Solicitor Dan Stants; Chief
of Police Jes Walk; Sewer Superintendent Jason Harris; Water Superintendent Donnie
Shultz; Highway Superintendent Eric Desch; Code Enforcement Officer Steve Hanzir
and Administrative Assistant Kim LaRosa. Absent; Finance Director Shannon Wilson

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Mayor Harlow announced that an Executive Session was held prior to the meeting to
discuss personnel and legal matters.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Tyrone Rotary, Olivia Nelson & Chase Burke

Mr. Burke and Ms. Nelson on behalf of the Rotary Club, requested Council’s permission
to install train play equipment at the Railroad Park. All costs would be borne by the
Rotary Club. The pieces will be made of pressure treated lumber. It was the
consensus of Council to allow this generous addition to our Railroad Park. The Rotary
will be in contact with Borough staff with updated information.

Tyrone Improvement Group

Elizabeth Detwiler, Tyrone Improvement Group, was present to ask Council permission
to use Reservoir Park for the 2026 Lights in the Park event. Mrs. Detwiler is in request
of the following for this year:

e use of Reservoir Park for Light in the Park on 12/4, 5, 6,11,12,13,18,19 and 20
e would like to invite vendors to participate and use Pavilion #1 and/or the parking
lot near the playground
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e would like to allow local non-profits the opportunity to sell food during each night
of the event; and use of the concession stand area (across from the water
fountain)

e would like use of the restrooms for the event

e would like $2,500 donation from the Borough

Time limit reached.

Mary Wiser, 310 Sixth Street

Ms. Wiser, 310 6™ Street, addressed Council regarding the parking situation on Sixth
Street. There are several houses that are being redone which could be and additional
5-8 cars being added for parking. If Council were to prohibit parking on the right hand
side going up Sixth Street, as one neighbor has requested, this would create quite a
hardship for the residents that have lived there for 40+ years. Ms. Wiser stated that she
has witnessed garbage, fire and plow trucks all go up and down Sixth Street with no
trouble.

Deb Shawley, 312 Sixth Street

Mrs. Shawley, 312 Sixth Street, has lived there since 1978 and wanted to express her
concerns regarding parking on Sixth Street. Mrs. Shawley advised Council now that the
dumpsters have been removed the cars have no problem going up and down the street.
Mrs. Shawley expressed her understanding of the current “No Parking” at the curves.
She feels there is no reason for parking just on one side of the street.

Rhonda Holland, 620 Washington Avenue

Ms. Hollen, 620 Washington Avenue, was present to voice concerns on a few topics:

e Advised council about video surveillance that shows our parking enforcement
officer violating traffic laws and does not wear a helmet.

e Criminal complaint — regarding the welfare of a young child and read from an
affidavit regarding the same; inquiring if the officer who handled the call is getting
fired.

e Does the handicap parking space in front of the Borough building have a time
limit.
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Robert Emigh, 348 Madison Avenue

Mr. Emigh, 348 Madison Avenue, addressed Council to first congratulate Kimberly
Gurekovich on her position of Borough Manager and to thank Mr. Hanzir for answering
his questions at the April meeting regarding his traffic concerns near Kings Academy.
Mr. Emigh expressed his concerns about the public comment topic. Everyone deserves
a chance to speak, as we should encourage community engagement. Mr. Emigh
suggested on Agenda items we should allow public questions and comments before the
vote is taken. Time limit reached.

Chris Svendson, 1405 Lincoln Avenue

Mr. Svendson, 1405 Lincoln Avenue, feels we should have two public comments at the
meeting and allow anyone to speak. Mr. Svensdon also suggests when having
Resolutions on the Agenda we should allow the public to access them beforehand. Also
feels he has the right to know what is being discussed in Executive Sessions. Mr.
Svendson also feels we need to have a town improvement plan. Maybe a 5, 10, 15 year
plan. We need to focus on bringing people to our town to stay for the weekend, not just
pass through. He also feels the number of trucks that come through the town should not
be allowed or he suggests setting up a toll.

There was no further public comment.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved and seconded the Minutes of April 13, 2026, Council meeting be
approved. Council unanimously approved the motion.

APPROVAL OF MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS

It was moved and seconded that the financial reports for the monthly accounting period
ending April 30, 2026, be approved: (1) The Account Balance Report; (2) Statement of
Revenues and Expenses; and (3) Cash Disbursement Journal. Council unanimously
approved the motion.

BOROUGH MANAGER’S MONTHLY REPORT

Bid Award — Polyelectrolyte

The Borough accepted bids for Polyelectrolyte (polymer), a chemical used at the sewer
plant. Two bids were received for Polymer and are listed below:
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Polydyne, Inc. $2.25/Ib

Pollu-Tech $2.48/lb
It was moved and seconded that Council award this bid to the low bidder, Polydyne at
their bid price of $2.25/lb. The Borough is currently paying $2.709/Ib. Council

unanimously approved the motion.

Bid Award — 2026 Street Paving Program

The Borough accepted bids for the 2026 Street Paving program on May 6. Three bids
were received and are listed below:

Grannas Bros. $ 154,205.35
Glenn O. Hawbaker $182,612.50
New Enterprise S&L Co. $172,622.73

It was moved and seconded that Council award the bid to the low bidder, Grannas Bros,
at their bid price of $154,205.35. Council unanimously approved the motion.

Application For Payment #1 — Laurel Asphalt Lic

Council was in receipt of Application for Payment #1 for Laurel Asphalt, LLC, in the
amount of $ 77,735.33. This has been reviewed by P. Joseph Lehman Engineering and
they recommend approval for payment. It was moved and seconded that Council
approve Application for Payment #1 in the amount of $77,735.33. Council unanimously
approved the motion.

Fire Police Building

The Borough owns the Fire Police Building located at 103 W. 15" Street. This building
is being used for minimal storage by the Highway Department. Council discussed
selling this building.

Councilmember Robert Dollar asked if there was anything the Borough could use it for.

It was moved and seconded that the staff obtain an appraisal and place this building out
for bid. Council unanimously approved the motion.

Proposed Resolution - Public Comment

During the April 13 Council meeting, a Resolution was presented regarding public
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comment. Council decided to table this Resolution. Borough staff reached out to
several surrounding municipalities, and this is what we found out.

Martinsburg Borough — does one public comment period at the beginning of their
meetings, 5-minute time limit but not limited to residents

Antis Township — two public comment periods, one in the beginning for agenda items
and one at the end for any additional questions, do not limit to residents

Hollidaysburg Borough — must be a resident, one public comment period at the
beginning of the meeting

Roaring Spring — one public comment period; do not limit to residents

Bellwood Borough — one public comment period beginning of the meeting; nonresidents
can only discuss agenda items; 5 minutes limit to speak

This being said, and after much debate from the public last month, it was suggested that
Council remain with the policy of Robert’s Rules of Order. These were created to keep
order in public meetings. Allowing residents to comment on every topic could grow to
be quite disruptive to the meetings thus making it impossible to do minutes.
Councilmember Bridgette Gill, said the community has great value in their comments.

Councilmember Sarah Hunter is ok with the public asking questions from public
between comments.

Mayor Harlow stated he only brought this up because it was a topic of an Elected
Officials training that he took.

Robert Emigh, 348 Madison Avenue stated why not codify it.

Jim Gill, 1461 Bald Eagle Avenue, suggested adding one minute to ask questions after
agenda items are discussed.

Council member Patterson stated that Council must maintain some sort of order for the
meetings to be productive. If meetings get out of order, the Mayor will have to gavel for
order to be restored.

Solicitor Stants will have a new Resolution for the June meeting.
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Unused Skateboard Equipment

Several years ago, the Borough purchased portable skateboard equipment and former
Mayor Latchford set it up in the pool parking lot on several occasions. This equipment
is not being used, and we would like to sell it. We would then relocate that storage shed
to the roller hockey/pickleball court. Borough Manager Kim Gurekovich advised that
Huntingdon Borough has written a letter of interest in the equipment and made an offer
of $1,000.

Aaron Delay, 513 W. 16" Street suggested using the Fire Police building for this
equipment. Mr. Delay was advised the building is not that big.

Councilmember William Wiser suggested using Fireman’s Field for the skatepark, this
would require the lot to be paved. Mayor reminded Council that the engineering costs
for the recent new parking lots was $40,000. This area would probably be cost
prohibitive for a skate park.

Council member Debbie Kann advised that for her Church to do a free oil change, they
had to carry $100,000 of liability insurance.

Patty McNelis, 1212 Hamilton Avenue, suggested using the school parking lot.
Rhonda Holland, 620 Washington Avenue inquired as to how big of a lot would be

needed.

Ariel Harmon, asked if this could be a play at your own risk kind of thing. She stated
that Altoona, Philipsburg and Huntingdon all have skateparks; would be great for our
own community to have one.

Robert Emigh, 348 Madison Avenue, stated it should be sold to the highest bidder.

Council member William Wiser suggested tabling this and look for other options.

Informational:

e Borough Website Design

At Council’'s request, Borough staff sought pricing for websites from other
entities. We checked with Antis Township and Hollidaysburg Borough. It is hard
to compare apples to apples, but other sites range from $4,500-$6,000 for initial
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setup, all have yearly hosting fees and monthly maintenance fees. The hosting
fees range from $ 300 - $680/annually. Ignite Influence also submitted a
proposal. After gathering this additional information, we will continue with
Ingenuity Media for the Borough’s web design services.

e Terry Richardson Memorial Senior Citizen Fish Rodeo, May 13

e Leaf Pickup — Every Monday thru the end of May

Anyone interested in participating in the Memorial Day parade, please contact

SOLICITOR’S RERORT: The Solicitor had nothing to report.

CONSULTING ENGINEER: Council was in receipt of Rettew’s Engineering report.
Engineer Matt Coleman advised that bids were received for the Northwood Water Main
project Bids were opened on May 6, and the bid tabulation was attached to the report.
Rettew recommends awarding Diehl Contracting, LLC for a total of $875,422.00. This
includes the base bid and the additional work for additional Meade Street watermain
replacement. It was moved and seconded that Council approve this bid. Council
unanimously approved the motion.

Rettew Engineering request Council’s action to approve the addendum for Construction
Administration work on this project. As the original design proposal ended at Bid Phase
Services. It was moved and seconded that Council approve the addendum in the
amount of $26,000. Council unanimously approved the motion.

CODE ENFORCEMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Hanzir's monthly report. Mr.
Hanzir thanked Mr. Emigh for his kind words and reiterated that the safety is a very
important concern to him.

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Chief Walk’s monthly report. Mayor
Harlow reviewed statistics from the report.

SEWER DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Harris’s monthly report.

WATER DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Shultz’'s monthly report.

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Desch’s monthly report

Highway Superintendent, Eric Desch advised the VFW parking lot and the First
Responder’s parking lot should be finished by the end of the week and could be open
by the end of the day on Friday.
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The bridge closest to the basketball court is nearing completion by Borough crews.

The MAG project has started and is running smoothly.

The lower end of Reservoir Park is also open; attendants are working diligently at
getting it ready to open for the season.

Borough Manager Kim Gurekovich thanked the Borough for their work and advised the
public of the personal talents that each department possesses; which in turn is saving
the taxpayers money.

MISCELLANEOUS:

e Council member Gill inquired as to the rental inspection program. The Borough
Manager advised this was for Council discussion as they were provided with a
checklist from Bureau Veritas as a template to get started. Solicitor Stants is
checking on the ability to do a “Pilot Program” in a certain area of the downtown.

e Council member Gill inquired as to the nuisance at 1050 Pennsylvania Avenue;
Code Enforcement Officer Steve Hanzir advised a garden was placed on
Borough property.

e Council member Ms. Gill also asked if the new website would be ADA compliant;
ADA compliancy is a requirement.

The Meeting adjourned at 8:25pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kimberly D. Gurekovich/ksl
Borough Manager



