
 
TYRONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
JULY 13, 2026 @ 7:00PM 

 
 
The Regular Monthly Meeting of Tyrone Borough Council was held on Monday, July 13, 
2026 @ 7:00PM at the Tyrone Borough Municipal Building, 1100 Logan Avenue, 
Tyrone, PA. Pastor Tim Young, Northwood Baptist Church, gave the Invocation and 
Mayor Harlow led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Harlow recognized Senior members of Tyrone’s District 6 championship baseball 
team. 
 
Mayor Harlow addressed the Council and members of the Community in attendance. 
Congratulating the Freedom Ride for raising $52,000 between the golf tournament and 
the ride for the Veterans this year. As for the recent Flash Flood on July 5th, Mayor 
Harlow stated, “We have seen the best from the Tyrone community” Neighbors helping 
neighbors. Our staff has been working hard with Blair County Emergency Management, 
PEMA, Crisis Relief & Recovery and 3 Friends Ministries to provide assistance to those 
affected.  Mayor Harlow also thanked the Borough staff during the flood events. 
  
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Harlow called the meeting to order and requested roll call. Present: Council 
members, Robert Dollar, Debbie Kann, Ken Patterson, Bridgette Gill and Mayor Harlow.    
Absent: Council members Tammy Wills, William Wiser and Sarah Hunter. 
  
Also, present were Borough Manager Kimberly Gurekovich; Solicitor Dan Stants; Sewer 
Superintendent Jason Harris; Code Enforcement Officer Steve Hanzir; Administrative 
Assistant Kim LaRosa; Finance Director Shannon Wilson; Chief of Police Jes Walk; 
Water Superintendent Donnie Shultz; Highway Superintendent Eric Desch. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
 
Mayor Harlow announced that an Executive Session was held on June 24, 2026 and 
one prior to the meeting to discuss personnel and legal matters. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
Chris Shirok, YOBCO 

 
Mr. Shirok from Young Oakes and Brown was in attendance with a few key points 
regarding the Boroughs 2025 Audit: 
 

 Best audit opinion the Borough can receive 
 No internal control findings 
 Operates without any debt beside Pennvest for water fund 
 Police Pension fund is fully funded, unfortunately a lot of municipalities do not 

see this 
    
 Tom Templeton, Samaritan’s Promise 
 
Council was in receipt of a letter from Mr. Templeton, Samarita’s Promise, explaining 
what this organization does for Tyrone and the surrounding community. Mr. Templeton 
advised he will be submitting a request for a monetary donation to help with the rising 
need for assistance for the August Council meeting. 
 
Donna Reese, Pickleball Club 
 
Mrs. Reese, Tyrone Pickleball, was present to ask Council to waive the pool rental fee 
for the triathlon that they will be hosting on Saturday, August 1st. All proceeds will be 
donated to the Tyrone Food Bank.  It was moved and seconded that Council waive the 
pool rental fees for this event.  This item was not on the Agenda. Mayor Harlow asked 
for public comment; there was none.  Council unanimously approved this request.  
 
Rick Emigh, 508 4th Street 

 
Mr. Rick Emigh stated he was hoping all the council seats would be full this evening.   
Not many realize how much real estate taxes have increased.  Our tax bill is not like 
cable and cell phones, we cannot shop around.  It gets increasingly more difficult to 
keep up with everyday expenses, taxes, water and sewer expenses.  Mr. Emigh asked 
what the Borough is doing to help minimize costs to Borough residents.  
  
Mr. Emigh also expressed concerns on the Rental Inspection Program.  Mr. Emigh 
stated the code enforcement officer should be addressing these issues without a rental 
inspection program.  The Borough needs to ensure the ordinances that are in place are 
being followed. There will also be administrative and additional costs involved that the  
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Borough will have to eat.  This all gets passed onto the taxpayers.  The good landlords 
will fix problems; the bad ones will not.  Mr. Emigh suggested educating the 
tenant/landlords than punishing all.  Mr. Emigh stated that window glazing and weeds 
do not affect a tenant living safely in their space.  Mr. Emigh has been a landlord for 35 
years and has all the documentation to defend himself at the magistrate. 
 
Bob Gherrity, 615 18th St 
 
Mr. Gherrity, 615 W. 18th Street, was present to address drainage issues.  There is 
exposed drainpipe near his house that allows spring water to flow down from Madison 
Ave to Hamilton Ave.  How can we deter the water?  Mr. Gherrity advised if we could 
close it up it would save the entire block from the drainage issues.  Mayor advised he 
has spoken with our Highway Superintendent, Eric Desch and they are already looking 
into solutions.  

  
Rhonda Holland, 620 Washington Avenue 

 
Ms. Hollen was present to voice concerns/questions on a few topics: 
 

 Inquired about the skate park equipment; stated the Borough spent a lot of 
money on the Historical museum, and we do not for the kids. 
 

Sue Sorenson, 802 W. 18th Street 
 

Ms. Sorenson, 802 W. 18th Street, addressed Council regarding the amount of children 
and adults riding electric bikes and scooters throughout town. No one wears helmets, 
they ride in the middle of the road with no regard to the traffic signs.  Ms. Sorenson 
recalled the Police department doing bicycle safety inspections and suggested the 
police or some of our local suggests maybe our Police should offer a safety course in 
the beginning of summer. 
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David Brenneman,  177 Vineyard Lane,  Duncansville 
 
Mr. Brenneman advised Council he has been a landlord for 20+ years.  Stated that 
when you force your way into someone’s home it is a violation that we should find 
unacceptable. Mr. Brenneman feels that we are creating 2 classes of citizens; ones that 
own, and the ones that rent.  Tyrone could do better to crack down on the bad 
landlords.  Don’t take basic human rights away from the people that can’t buy a home. 
 

Linda Daniels, 851 Washington Avenue 
 
 
Mrs. Daniels expressed her opinions on the topic of electric scooters. Informing council 
NJ is the first state that is going to legislate that they require licenses and helmets.  
Suggests we contact our PA State Representative, Scott Barger to press the issue. 
Chief of Police Jes Walk advised that the officers have started pulling kids over to let 
them know they cannot be on the road.                                                                                                                             

 
There was no further public comment. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
 
The Minutes for the June 8, 2026, were not prepared and will provided at the August 
meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
It was moved and seconded that the financial reports for the monthly accounting period 
ending June 30, 2026, be approved: (1) The Account Balance Report; (2) Statement of 
Revenues and Expenses; and (3) Cash Disbursement Journal.  Council unanimously 
approved the motion. 
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BOROUGH MANAGER’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
 
Approval of Fire Police Members 
 
It was moved and seconded to approve Fire Police members Mahlon Murray, II and 
Chastity Murray.  Council unanimously approved the motion. 
 
 
APPROVAL/DISCUSSION DONATION TO FOOD BANK 
 
The Borough is in receipt of a letter from the Tyrone Food Bank requesting financial 
support.  They currently serve approximately 300 families throughout our community.  
While food costs have risen; their demand for services has also increased.  They are 
requesting a donation of $5,000.  Council unanimously approved the motion to donate 
$5,000 to the Tyrone Food Bank. 
 
 
Change Order No. 1 – Lincoln Avenue Storm Sewer Project  
 
Council is in receipt of a change order for the 16th Street Storm Sewer Project.  This 
change order is in the amount of $15,982.59. These additional funds were due to the 
elevation of the drainpipe that was exposed on Lincoln Avenue.  It was moved and 
seconded that Council approve this Change order.  Council unanimously approved the 
motion. 
 
Application for Payment – Lincon Avenue Storm Sewer Project 

 
Council is in receipt of an Application for Payment in the amount of $43,018.55 for 
Crystal L. Mitchell Excavating.   It was moved and seconded that Council approve the 
AFP.  Council unanimously approved the motion. 
 
Bids for K9 Police Car 

 
Council is in receipt of the accepted bids on July 7 for the K9 vehicle.  Three bids were 
received and are listed below: 

 
 Harold Miller  $   2,200 
 Ringwood Motors $   1,280 
 City of Altoona $ 10,000  
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It was moved and seconded that Council award the bid to the high bidder, City of 
Altoona, at their bid price of $10,000.  Council unanimously approved the motion.  
 
Miscellaneous: 
 

 Discussion of Director of Economic Development – Mayor Harlow advised that 
without a Comprehensive Plan, it is tough to apply for and get grants.  The 
Borough last paid the EADS group $100,000 for the last comprehensive plan.  
Rhonda Holland stated this seems like a waste of money.  Rick Emigh advised 
Council to be fiscally responsible.  Linda Daniels asked if this consultant would 
be writing grants and Mayor Harlow said no.  Council member Gill stated that Mr. 
Erb was willing to do this work for free.  She advised he worked with 
Hollidaysburg Borough to write grants.  Rhonda Holland doesn’t understand why 
the Borough is paying for this when we have AI and Chat GPT.  Mayor Harlow 
advised that Bellwood Borough and Antis Township just paid $100,000 for their 
comprehensive plan and Mr. Erb only offered to facilitate the comprehensive 
plan. It was moved and seconded that Council hire Mr. John McGill as a 
Consultant.  There was no additional public comment.  A roll call vote was taken.  
Ayes:  Councilmembers Dollar, Kann, and Patterson. Nayes:  Councilmember 
Gill.  Mayor Harlow abstained. 

 Summer Concerts – every Sunday thru August 30 

 Labor Day Picnic – September 7 

 Community Yard Sale – September 12 
 
SOLICITOR’S RERORT:   The Solicitor had nothing to report. 
 
CONSULTING ENGINEER:   Council was in receipt of Rettew’s Engineering report.  
Rettew Engineering request Council’s action to approve Change Order No. 1 – Curb 
Boxes & Stops -$30,375.00. It was moved and seconded that Council approve Change 
Order No. 1 – Curb Boxes & Stops -$30,375.00.  Council unanimously approved the 
motion. 
 
Rettew Engineering request Council’s action to approve Northwood Water Main 
Replacement AFP No. 1 - $48,272.40 for Diehl Contracting. It was moved and 
seconded that Council approve AFP No. 1 - $48,272.40. Council unanimously approved 
the motion. 
 
Rettew Engineering request Council’s action to approve the GASB 34 Study for 
$28,900.00. It was moved and seconded that Council approve GASB 34 Study. Council 
unanimously approved 
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CODE ENFORCEMENT:  Council was in receipt of Mr. Hanzir’s monthly report.  
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT:  Council was in receipt of Chief Walk’s monthly report.   
 
Chief Walk advised Council the Civil Service Commission had recently met to certify the 
list of eligible candidates for two full-time positions.  It was moved and seconded that 
Council appoint the following applicants to full-time positions with the Tyrone Borough 
Police Department: 
 
 Brian S. Weber, effective July 16 
 
 Tanner K. Snyder, effective July 17 
 
Council unanimously approved the motion. 
 
SEWER DEPARTMENT:  Council was in receipt of Mr. Harris’s monthly report.   
 
WATER DEPARTMENT:  Council was in receipt of Mr. Shultz’s monthly report.   
 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT:  Council was in receipt of Mr. Desch’s monthly report 
 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
 

 Council member Gill inquired if the flood gate was still closed. It was opened for 
the flooding event 

 Are we still members of the IRC?  We are not. 
 Would like Council to revisit the rental inspections before an ordinance is passed.  

 
The Meeting adjourned at 8:16pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Kimberly D. Gurekovich/ksl 
Borough Manager   


