TYRONE BOROUGH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
JUNE 8, 2026 @ 7:00PM

The Regular Monthly Meeting of Tyrone Borough Council was held on Monday, June 8,
2026 @ 7:00PM at the Tyrone Borough Municipal Building, 1100 Logan Avenue,
Tyrone, PA. Pastor Bill Ewing, Calvary Tyrone gave the Invocation and Mayor Harlow
led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Harlow called the meeting to order and requested roll call. Present: Council
members, Robert Dollar, Sarah Hunter, Debbie Kann, Ken Patterson, Tammy Wills,
Bridgette Gill, William Wiser and Mayor Harlow.

Also, present were Borough Manager, Kimberly Gurekovich; Solicitor Dan Stants;
Sewer Superintendent Jason Harris; Code Enforcement Officer Steve Hanzir and
Administrative Assistant Kim LaRosa. Absent; Finance Director Shannon Wilson; Chief
of Police Jes Walk; Water Superintendent Donnie Shultz; Highway Superintendent Eric
Desch.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Mayor Harlow announced that an Executive Session was held prior to the meeting to
discuss personnel and legal matters.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Jeremy Mountz, 1411 Bald Eagle Avenue

Mr. Mountz addressed the council with several complaints about the Police Department.
He stated he had hired a contractor to do work on his property back in February and
was ripped off by them. Our police have done nothing to help. Five years ago, his
cousin had passed away, and he has yet to hear anything from them. Mr. Mountz has
reported his neighbor at 1402 Bald Eagle Avenue several times for tall grass, yet
nothing is done. States he will be filing a complaint against Chief of Police.

Peter Gardella, Tyrone Food Bank

Peter Gardella, Jean Bressler and James Moore all with the Tyrone Food Bank, were
present to inform Council on how the food bank works. Mr. Gardella advised they are
seeing a spike in the number of people coming through. They do get donations from
local churches, Gardners Candies and DelGrosso’s but still must take from their assets.
Tyrone Food Bank will be having a board meeting to discuss a reasonable monetary
donation amount to request from Council. He will come to July’s meeting with a
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donation request.

Rodney Estep, 932 4" St Duncansville

Mr. Estep addressed Council as the Chief of Police of Duncansville. He was present to
request the K9 vehicle that is being discussed, be donated to the Duncansville Police.
Mr. Estep also inquired about the cost to install K9 equipment into a vehicle?

Marcia Loner, 835 Decker Hollow Road

Ms. Loner addressed Council regarding the idea of a Community Garden being built on
the Borough owned property on Blair Avenue, behind the leased parking lot. Council
member Bridgette Gill and Ms. Loner have been working together and came up with the
idea of a Community Garden with a pavilion and picnic tables. Ms. Loner stated having
a pollinated garden has a lot to offer our small town.

Lisa Haas, 11 Tina Circle Port Matilda

Ms. Haas stated she was present to provide education on how to run a Community
Garden, as she runs one in Port Matilda. Advised council of a few benefits:

Very pretty to look at

Connecting neighbors together

Aids in storm water run off

Creates a sense of accomplishment for the residents
Potential growth to the community

Rhonda Holland, 620 Washington Avenue

Ms. Hollen, 620 Washington Avenue, was present to voice concerns/questions on a few
topics:

e Advised the public to read Resolution No. 2026-07 regarding public comment
which is being discussed

e What's the status of the new parking meters. Are we getting new?

e Why are meters always full?

e Why does the detective always go to court and not the Parking Attendant?
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Council member Ken Patterson addressed Ms. Holland to answer her question from the
May 11 council meeting to the reason parking enforcement doesn’t wear a helmet.
Councilmember Patterson advised that she is an adult, and it is not required by law.

Ms. Ariel Harmon, Cameron Avenue asked why Mr. Patterson has placed parking
tickets on vehicles when the Parking Attendant (his wife) was sitting in the car. Council
member Patterson advised that his wife had hip replacement surgery. She was the one
writing to tickets Mr. Patterson was just helping her out.

Mr. Paul Erb, 1457 Pennsylvania Avenue, stated what Mr. Patterson was doing is a
common courtesy.

Ms. Tammy Harmon, 1013 Cameron Avenue, suggest maybe having a substitute would
solve the issue.

There was no further public comment.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved and seconded the Minutes of May 11, 2026 Council meeting be approved.
Council unanimously approved the motion.

APPROVAL OF MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS

It was moved and seconded that the financial reports for the monthly accounting period
ending May 31, 2026, be approved: (1) The Account Balance Report; (2) Statement of
Revenues and Expenses; and (3) Cash Disbursement Journal. Council unanimously
approved the motion.

BOROUGH MANAGER’S MONTHLY REPORT

Application for Payment No. 1 — Mitchell Contracting — Storm Sewer Project

Council was in receipt of an Application for Payment for Mitchell Contracting in the
amount of $93,824.64. This request has been reviewed by P. Joseph Lehman
Engineering and Highway Superintendent Eric Desch. We recommend approval of this
payment application. It was moved and seconded that Council approve this Application
for Payment. Council unanimously approved the motion.
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Request for Donation of K9 Vehicle

Council was in receipt of a letter from Chief Rodney Estep of the Duncansville Borough
Police Department requesting donation of the Borough’s K9 vehicle. The Blazing Arrow
Hook & Ladder Fire Company has also expressed interest in this vehicle if the Borough
decides to donate it. This is a 2019 Ford Interceptor (Explorer) with 48,000 miles. It
was Council’s desire to place this vehicle out for public bid.

Karl Gurekovich, 1413 Cameron Avenue, encouraged Council to donate this vehicle to
the Fire Department stating it is not about the money it is about what they do for Tyrone

all on a volunteer basis.

Tammy Emigh, 508 4" Street, stated Borough taxes have increased, the Borough
needs to consider selling the vehicle.

Tyrone Improvement Group Requests for Lights in the Park

At the May 11 Council meeting, TIG made several requests for the 2026 Lights in the
Park event. Those requests were as follows:

e Use of the Park for 9 nights (not including setup)

e Use of the Concession Stand area (across from Pav #1), electric and water
e Use of the restrooms

e Would like to include food trucks and vendors

e $2,500 cash donation from the Borough

The Borough does allow for use of the park, pays for the electric and overtime for our
employees to open, close, clear the areas of snow, and any other issues that may come
up. Borough staff does not feel use of the restrooms and water for the concession
stand is a viable option due to the park being winterized. Council tabled the cash
donation and food and vendor trucks until a future meeting.
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Amendments to Reservoir Park Rules & Requlations

The Borough'’s rules and regulations were last updated in 2017. One of the rules is “for
profit use prohibited”. Obviously allowing food trucks, vendors, artisans, etc. would
violate that. Many non-profit organizations have often held fundraisers at the park over
the years. The Borough Manager requested that Council revisit the rules and consider
doing away with this rule. Council was provided with a current copy of the Rules and
Regulations. While there are most likely more additions, deletions corrections, that
need to be made, revising this rule at this time would allow for the Lights in the Park
event to expand on their activity. It was the consensus of Council to have the Rules and
Regulations amended.

Reservoir Park Renovations — Council Consensus

The Borough was in receipt of a letter from Engineer with some additional questions in
order for them to keep moving:

e Current pavilions vary in widths, the Engineer would like to keep these uniform;
this would save considerable costs when it comes to roof trusses; Council was ok
with this.

e Metal or shingle roofs, metal is much easier to maintain for future years; Council
is ok with metal roofs

e Making Pavilion # 6 handicap accessible, this would be V2 way thru the park;
Pavilion #1 is also handicap accessible; Council is ok with this

e Diagonal posts on pavilions; (pictures attached) per code, these must be 7’6"
above the walking surface. By keeping these posts (which provided nothing
structural) the roof systems would need to be raised and in some cases the
fireplaces would also need to be built to accommodate. Is Council ok with not
using these diagonal posts? Council would like more information on this as
Council member Patterson feels this may be a code requirement for wind,
Borough staff will get an answer on this

e Repair, clean and repoint the fireplaces; Council is ok with this
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Rental Inspection Program

The last Council discussed regarding the rental inspection program was to do a “Pilot
Program” in a certain area of downtown. Solicitor Stants feels that if it is kept to a
particular zoning district, such as the TC Zone, if Council wishes to start downtown,
would be a good starting point. This was again presented for Council discussion.

Tammy Emigh, 508 4t Street, a Tyrone landlord stated that 30% of properties in
Tyrone are rentals. Mrs. Emigh stated why is the Borough punishing the landlords who
maintain their properties.

Council member Gill stated that landlords often do not address property maintenance
issues, stating a lot of properties do not have heat, water and feels property owners
know this because there are no repercussions in Tyrone. Mrs. Gill further stated that out
of town people are purchasing properties in Tyrone because of this.

Rhonda Hollen, 620 Washington Avenue, inquired if the Solicitor checked the laws on
this and read a statement about search and seizure and stated that if Tyrone is going to
make a rule, better make sure it is legal.

Ron Estep, Duncansville Borough Chief of Police, 932 4th Avenue, Duncansville,
stated the tenants in his municipality must address issues with the landlord before going

to their code department.

Solicitor Stants advised that the City of Altoona has had a successful rental inspection
program since 2006 and it is not unconstitutional.

Big Boy Train Event — July 8

As almost everyone has heard by now the Big Boy Steam train will be coming through
town on the afternoon of July 8™. This could be a very big event for Tyrone. At this time,
there is no scheduled stop; however we will be closing several streets, we have ordered
portable toilets, will be clearing some brush from viewing areas at Railroad Park. Mayor
Harlow has put together a meeting of fire, police, Borough, Chamber, TIG, school and
TACM officials to discuss how the Borough can best handle the traffic,
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attendees, food trucks, etc. The County has also been having meetings regarding the
same. Mayor Harlow and Councilmember Bob Dollar have been attending those.

Skateboard Equipment

Council has discussed the skateboard equipment for several meetings. Councilmember
Dollar stated that we would be spending $10-15,000 for an engineering study, after we
find a place to house the equipment and it is already 7 years old; and that we do not
know the condition of it. Councilmember Dollar also reminded Council that we just
spent $100,000 paving two parking lots. That being said, Councilmember Dollar made
a motion to sell the skateboard equipment to Huntingdon Borough for $1,000. It was
seconded by Councilmember Kann. This item was not on the Agenda. Mayor Harlow
asked for public comment. Councilmember Gill sees benefits to keeping it and
suggests a place at Reservoir Park or the dead-end road behind Burger King. A roll call
vote was taken. Ayes: Councilmembers Dollar and Mayor Harlow. Nayes: Council
members Gill, Hunter, Kann, Patterrson, Wills and Wiser.

MISCELLANEOUS:

e The Pool and Park are now open and operating on a full schedule

e Tyrone Community Yard Sale — September 12

e Leaf bag pickup has ended, Borough residents can drop off at the highway
garage

e Summer Concerts start July 5 and will be every Sunday at Reservoir Park

SOLICITOR’S RERORT: The Solicitor had the following to report:

Ratification of Ordinance No. 1500 — Amendment to Compensation Ordinance

It was moved and seconded that Council approve Ordinance No. 1500, amending the
compensation ordinance. Council unanimously approved the motion.

Ordinance No. 1501 — Revised Fee Ordinance

It was moved and seconded that Council approve Ordinance No 1501, updating the
Borough’s Fee Ordinance. Council unanimously approved the motion.
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Resolution No. 2026-06— Reallocating CDBG Funds for Lincoln Avenue Drainage

It was moved and seconded that Council approve Resolution No. 2026-06, authorizing a
budget modification for the Borough's 2026 CDBG funds. Council unanimously
approved the motion.

Resolution No. 2026-07— Public Comment and Conduct of Public Meetings

It was moved and seconded that Council approve Resolution No. 2026-07, updating the
current Public comment Resolution. A roll call vote was taken. Ayes: Council
members Dollar, Hunter, Kann, Patterson, Wills, Wiser and Mayor Harlow. Nayes:
Council member Gill. The motion carried.

Council member Gill stated that having a criminal charge is a bit harsh. She feels it will
deter residents from speaking.

Resolution No. 2026-08 - Blair County Hazard Vulnerability Assessment &
Mitigation Plan Update

It was moved and seconded that Council approve Resolution No. 2026-08, authorizing
the update of the 2026 Blair County Hazard Vulnerability Assessment & Mitigation Plan.
Council unanimously approved the motion.

CONSULTING ENGINEER: Council was in receipt of Rettew’s Engineering report.
Rettew Engineering request Council’s action to approve the Headworks Analysis. A
proposal was giving to Council for the required headworks analysis as part of the
wastewater treatment plant’'s NPDES Permit renewal. This is a necessary analysis that
EPA requires to be completed after each NPDES Permit renewal. The deadline to have
this completed and submitted to EPA is July 22, 2026. It was moved and seconded that
Council approve the WWTP Headworks Analysis. Council unanimously approved the
motion.

CODE ENFORCEMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Hanzir's monthly report.

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Chief Walk’s monthly report. Mayor
Harlow reviewed statistics from the report.

SEWER DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Harris’s monthly report.

WATER DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Shultz’'s monthly report.

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Desch’s monthly report
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Miscellaneous:

Councilmember Gill discussed the possibility of a Community Garden. Having a
community garden can be very successful, she would start small to see how it goes.
Would like to have a picnic area, four garden boxes and a pavilion. The pavilion would
be to catch rainwater to be used as a watering source. Benches have been donated
already. Mrs. Gill also asked if the Borough could mow the area for the garden boxes.

Amber Delay, 513 W 16" St. suggested using school students with Home Studies

Session could help. It was the consensus of Council to move forward with purchasing
the garden boxes for the Community Garden.

The Meeting adjourned at 9:10pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kimberly D. Gurekovich/ksl
Borough Manager



