TYRONE BOROUGH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
AUGUST 10, 2026 @ 7:00PM

The Regular Monthly Meeting of Tyrone Borough Council was held on Monday, August
10, 2026 @ 7:00PM at the Tyrone Borough Municipal Building, 1100 Logan Avenue,
Tyrone, PA. Pastor Randy Zitterbart, Hillside Community Baptist Church, gave the
Invocation and Mayor Harlow led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Harlow recognized a few members of the Community. The Office of Vocational
Rehabilitation Students who painted curbs all summer, Levi VanAllman for State
Champion PA Junior Wrestling, Tyrone Percussion with Paper Town Trio for 2026 Jazz
Championship.

CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Harlow called the meeting to order and requested roll call. Present: Council
members, Robert Dollar, Debbie Kann, Ken Patterson, Tammy Wills, Sarah Hunter,
Bridgette Gill and Mayor Harlow. Absent: Council members: William Wiser.

Also, present were Borough Manager Kimberly Gurekovich; Solicitor Dan Stants; Sewer
Superintendent Jason Harris; Code Enforcement Officer Steve Hanzir; Administrative
Assistant Kim LaRosa; Finance Director Shannon Wilson; Water Superintendent Donnie
Shultz; Highway Superintendent Eric Desch. Absent: Chief of Police Jes Walk

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Mayor Harlow announced that an Executive Session was held on August 10, 2026 at
11am to discuss personnel and legal matters.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Riley Oates, SBA Public Affairs Specialist

Mr. Oates was present representing Small Business Association (SBA) to give a brief
update to the loan process and what SBA offers. They have been at our office since
July 23, 2026, talked to 33 households and have processed 21 applications so far for
residents who suffered loss due to the flooding on July 5. Mr. Oates advised that, if we
know of residents, that have not applied to encourage them to stop down. SBA will be
here until Thursday Aug 13 and the deadline to apply is September 21, 2026.
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Shannon Calise — 525 W 15t Street

Ms. Calise was present as a former tenant at 1113 Lincoln Avenue. Ms. Calise
presented Council and the public with copies of all the code reports. The property was
deemed unsafe for return and left her and her family homeless for 3 months. The
property is currently being rented out and has still not been brought up to code. Code
enforcement and Police look away and allow the same landlord to continue. She is in
attendance to present documented violations. These are not rumors or opinions;
violations of state law and borough code. Local trust in government erodes. Request a
review of actions and inactions, why no meaningful consequences, and equal
application of rules?

Paul Erb — 1457 PA Avenue

Mr. Erb presented the Council with a one-page summary of a Comprehensive Plan
Review. Voicing his disappointment with the Council on how the vote took place.
How could Council agree to go along with decision without presentation of a
comprehensive plan? Mr. Erb’s plan was in writing and will pass on to the media.

Rhonda Holland, 620 Washington Avenue

Ms. Hollen was present to ask Council if anyone has talked the children of the
community regarding a Skate Park?

Bob Gherrity, 615 181" St

Mr. Gherrity, attended the July meeting regarding flooding and would like to leave
photos. Has highway or water had an opportunity to look at the drainage issue and can
it be closed up? There is an open pipe that is like an open geyser. The water runs from
left to right in the photo. Why can’t the water be rerouted and piping reconnected?
Highway Superintendent, Eric Desch advised he has looked at it, but has not had time
yet to decide what to do. Stating that if you cap it, it will not fix the problem.
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Kyle Cogqghill, 1317 PA Avenue

Mr. Coghill moved to the area about a year ago. He has just learned about the
discussion of the Skate Park equipment. Mr. Coghill stated we need awareness and is
happy to help get this set up for the children.

There was no further public comment.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved and seconded the Minutes of June 8, 2026 Council meeting be approved.
Council unanimously approved the motion.

It was moved and seconded the Minutes of July 13, 2026 Council meeting be approved.

A roll call vote was taken. Ayes: Councilmembers Dollar, Kann, Patterson, Gill, Wills
and Mayor Harlow. Councilmember Hunter abstained.

APPROVAL OF MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS

It was moved and seconded that the financial reports for the monthly accounting period
ending July 31, 2026, be approved: (1) The Account Balance Report; (2) Statement of
Revenues and Expenses; and (3) Cash Disbursement Journal. Council unanimously
approved the motion.

BOROUGH MANAGER’S MONTHLY REPORT

Samaritan’s Promise Request for Donations

Council was in receipt of a letter from Mr. Templeton, of Samaritan’s Promise,
requesting a donation of $5,000-$7,500. Mr. Templeton’s letter ensured that any funds
received from Tyrone Borough would benefit Tyrone Borough residents. After some
discussion by Borough Council, there was not motion made.
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Waiver of Rental Fees-Community Pool

Council was in receipt of a request from Angela Lavanish who has approached the
Borough to rent the pool for a benefit concert to raise money for the two charities that
have been instrumental in assisting Borough residents affected by the July 5-6 flooding.
The event will be on August 22, 12 noon to 5pm. This will include several performers
throughout the day who will use the pool parking lot. Admission is $5 and all money
raised will be split between the two organizations. Anyone who has a season pool pass
can use that for entry. It was moved and seconded that Council waive the pool rental
fees for this event. Council unanimously approved the motion.

Approval of Caselle Community Connect

The Caselle Community Connect proposal for payment processing and integration was
presented by Shannon Wilson and with an effective date of December 1, 2026. The
EFT fee would decrease to $1.25 from $1.48 and credit card processing fee would
change to 3% with a $1 minimum charge, as opposed to $2 + 2.35% being charged
under the current model through Xpress Bill Pay. Under the Caselle model, once a
payment hits $307, the fee will be more to the customer. Most payments are below this
threshold for both utility and non-utility; however, it is likely to impact anyone paying real
estate taxes by credit card. There have not been many payments for real estate tax via
credit card this year. Blair County Tax Collection Bureau currently charges $1.75 on
smaller transactions, and 3% on larger transactions. Council would like further research
for lower fees. Shannon explained this could be complicated since the arrangement
includes the portal which allows customers to pay online. She will reach out to Caselle
Community Connect and others and see what is available

Application for Payment No. 2 — Diehl Contracting

Council was in receipt of AFP No. 2 in the amount of $282,261.60. This AFP is for the
Northwood Water Line Replacement Project. This AFP has been reviewed by the
Engineer and the Borough’s inspector and we recommend approval of the payment
request. It was moved and seconded that Council approve Application for Payment No.
2 in the amount of $282,261.60. Council unanimously approved the motion.

Intermunicipal Water Service Agreement
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Last year, Water Superintendent Donnie Shultz began discussions with the Altoona
Water Authority regarding the establishment of an interconnection to serve as a
potential backup water source for the Borough. While the process has taken some time,
an agreement has now been finalized.

Solicitor Stants, Mr. Shultz, and the Borough Manager have reviewed the agreement.
This will allow the Borough to establish a mutual interconnection between the Altoona
Water Authority and the Tyrone Borough Authority water systems, enabling the transfer
of potable water in the event of a water supply emergency.

It was moved and seconded that Council approve this Intermunicipal Water Service
Agreement. Council unanimously approved the motion.

Previously Tabled Items

Council has tabled several items from prior meetings and they are listed below for
discussion:

Skate Park equipment — Kyle Coghill, 1317 Pennsylvania Avenue, offered to be the
one to set this equipment up and tear it down. After some discussion by Council, it was
decided to allow Mr. Coghill to set this equipment up on Saturdays in September at the
pool parking lot and see how it is received. Solicitor Stants will check on any liabilities
or waivers to protect the Borough.

Lights in the Park — One of the donations Tyrone Improvement Group requested was a
cash donation of $2,500. It was noted the Borough provides the facility, the electricity
and pays Borough employees overtime for any maintenance, locking and unlocking,
plowing etc that needs done for the event. After some discussion by Council, it was
moved and seconded that Council donate $500 to TIG for this event. A roll call vote
was taken. Ayes: Councilmembers Gill, Hunter and Kann. Nayes: Council members
Dollar, Patterson and Mayor Harlow. Councilmember Tammy Wills abstained. The
motion did not pass.

Rental Inspection Program — Borough Manager Kim Gurekovich advised Council that
Borough staff is preparing information to provide to Council. Recently House Bill 828
was passed pertaining to blight properties and a requirement to register a name and
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phone number, not an LLC. Borough staff would explore this a little more to see how
this would aid the Borough with absentee landlords and properties with code violations.

Miscellaneous:

e Tyrone’s Labor Day Picnic, September 7

e Tyrone Community Yard Sale, September 12

e Fall Cleanup, September 15, 16, 17

e Tyrone Borough Website is now live as of August 10

SOLICITOR’S RERORT: The Solicitor had the following to report.

Ordinance No. 1502 — Amend the Fee Schedule Ordinance

It was moved and seconded that Council approve Ordinance No 1502, updating the
Borough’s Fee Schedule Ordinance. Council unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution No. 2026--09 — Initiation of Borough of Tyrone Comprehensive Plan

It was moved and seconded that Council approve Resolution No 2026-09, Initiation of
the Comprehensive Plan. Council unanimously approved the motion.

CONSULTING ENGINEER: Council was in receipt of Rettew’s Engineering report.

CODE ENFORCEMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Hanzir's monthly report. Mr.
Hanzir stated people are still dealing with relocation and flood damage. Be kind to your
neighbors.

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Chief Walk’s monthly report.

SEWER DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Harris’s monthly report.

WATER DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Shultz’'s monthly report.

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: Council was in receipt of Mr. Desch’s monthly report. Mr.
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Desch advised that the portion of Route 453 is projected to be open on August 27. Mr.
Desch also stated if the town gets paved this year it will be the end of September early
November.

MISCELLANEOUS:

Council member Gill gave an update on The Community Garden.

We are so excited to share that the Tyrone Community Garden located on Blair Avenue,
between 10th and 11th Street has been funded entirely through sponsorships and
donations without the use of any taxpayer dollars. This project is proof of what can be
accomplished when local businesses, organizations, and community members believe
in an idea and work together to make it a reality. We now have 4 tall garden beds and 4
short garden beds. A heartfelt thank you to our amazing garden bed sponsors: Jamie's
Diner, Regeneration Medical, Tam's Treasure, Patty McNelis and Rhonda Holland.
Special thanks to Traci Winters for generously purchasing the lumber for our beautiful
benches, Dennis Fink and Whitney Preston for purchasing the lumber for the picnic
tables that should be completed and delivered to the garden/gathering place in the
coming weeks, as well as making our Welcome Sign. We are also incredibly grateful to
every single person who has donated their: Time, Hard work, Plants, Tools and
equipment, Encouragement and support. Among those, special thanks go to Tracie
Kahler, Marcia Loner, Jolene Umholtz and Ting Lim. We're excited to share that we are
now planting cool season crops that will be ready for everyone to enjoy this fall! Our
hope is to secure grant funding for Phase Two of the Tyrone Community Garden next
spring. Our vision includes: A beautiful pavilion to provide much-needed shade for
volunteers and visitors and a rainwater collection system to help sustainably irrigate the
garden. Expanded pollinator gardens filled with native plants to support bees,
butterflies, and hummingbirds. Additional growing space and educational opportunities
will continue bringing our community together while promoting healthy living,
environmental stewardship, and local food access. Thank you for believing in this
dream.

The Meeting adjourned at 8:38pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kimberly D. Gurekovich/ksl
Borough Manager



